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Sunrise  Baptism 

In  the  early  morning  sunrise,  a  small  group  gathers  for  the 
baptism  of  Isikuki  Fereti  (far  right).  Ray  Vilamu  (second  from 
right)  is  a  native  of  American  Samoa  who.  after  18  years,  came 
back  "home”  to  minister  to  his  people  He  returned  as  a  Sou  them 
Baptist  missionary.  Though  4,500  miles  southwest  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  the  four  islands  making  up  American  Samoa  are  a  U.S. 
territory  and  ministries  are  under  Home  Mission  Board  operation. 
Said  Viliamu  who  has  begun  Happy  Valley  Baptist  Church  there, 
his  people  wondered  about  this  faith  he  was  sharing.  "They  did 
not  understand  how  to  cross  from  being  deeply  religious  to  hav¬ 
ing  a  living  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ."  (E.  HuUum  photo/ 


Librarian  Workshop 
Features  Columnist 


Church  librarians  from  across  the 
state  will  gather  at  the  Baptist  Build¬ 
ing  in  Jackson  Oct.  26-27  for  the  eighth 
annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Library 
Organization  Workshop. 

Lee  Poquette,  the  new  music  assis- 


Poquette 


Daniels 


tant  and  media  director  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  will  lead  the  worship 
experiences  for  the  workshop. 

Poquette  is  a  native  of  California 
and  has  a  B.A.  in  music  education 
from  the  University  of  Southern 
California.  For  five  years  he  was  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  minister  of  music  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  He 
came  to  Jackson  from  Grace  Chapel 
Church  in  Lexington,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  minister  of  music. 

Three  from  the  Church  Library  De¬ 
partment,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  Nashville,  will  lead  confer¬ 
ences  on  book  reviews,  book  repair, 
classification,  cataloging,  promotion, 
media  selection,  and  ministry  of  audio 
visuals  Jackie  Payhe  of  Jackson, 
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Commissi 


Commission,  will  also  be  a  conference 
leader. 

Miss  Anderson,  consultant  with  the 
Church  Library  Department  Sunday 
School  Board,  is  a  Georgia  naive.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  Bessie  Tift  C  Jhege  and 


has  the  M.L.S.  degree  from  George 
Peabody.  She  is  author  of  eight 
Broadman  cassette  tapes  in  the  Media 
Center  Technique  Series,  and  three 
Broadman  Press  books  in  the  Church 
Media  Center  Development  Plan. 

Keith  Mee,  supervisor  of  the  prog¬ 
ram  and  field  services  section.  Church 
Library  Department,  Sunday  School 
Board,  is  a  native  of  Oregon.  He  at¬ 
tended  University  of  California  and 
has  two  degrees  from  University  oi 
Kentucky. 

James  Rose,  consultant,  Church 
Library  Department.  Sunday  School 
Board,  was  pastor  in  Stanton.  Ky.  be¬ 
fore  going  to  the  Board  in  1964.  He  was 
president  and  vice-president  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Library  Convention. 

A  native  of  Kentucky,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  University  of  Kentucky 
and  has  done  additional  study  at 
Southern  Seminary 

Banquet  Speaker 

Velma  Daniels  of  Winter  Haven, 
Fla.,  newspaper  columnist,  book  re¬ 
viewer,  television  hostess,  and  author 
of  Patches  of  Joy,  will  speak  at  the 
banquet  Friday  night  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Banquet  tic¬ 
kets  will  be  priced  at  $4.25. 

Mrs.  Daniels’  book,  Patches  of  Joy, 
focuses  on  a  central  theme  of  inner 
personal  joy.  It  presents  a  series  of 
vignettes  about  more  than  30  individu¬ 
als  the  author  has  known  whose  acts  of 

(Mlk  u - eaeeted  ■  fMiltiv*  leOeewr* 

in  the  lives  of  others  Some  of  those 
spotlighted  are  Gene  Shalit.  Arthur 
Rubinstein,  Joe  Garagiola.  Billy 
Graham,  and  Cbrrie  ten  Boom 

Since  Mrs.  Daniels  interviews  au- 
( Continued  on  Page  3 1 
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BJCPA  Meeting 


Watchdog  Agency  Protests 
Funding  Of  Papal  Altar 


Consider  The  Possibilities 

Chaplain  Robert  Browning  of  the  U.S.  Air  Force  discusses  missions  possibilities 
with  two  MC  students.  Walter  McWhorter  of  Leland.  and  Mike  Parker  of  McComb. 
Browning  is  chaplain  at  the  Strategic  Air  Command  Headquarters  at  Offutt  AFB, 
Nebraska  and  is  a  native  of  Clinton.  (Story  and  more  pictures,  page  2) 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  l  BP  I  The  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  has 
voted  to  support  a  lawsuit  filed  by  the 
American  Baptist  Churches  in  the 
U  S  A  and  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  against  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  its  announced  intention  to  pay 
for  a  costly  altar  where  Pope  John 
Paul  II  celebrated  mass  on  October  3. 

The  action  by  the  Washington-based 
agency  followed  a  report  on  the  legal 
action  by  attorney  Earl  Trent,  house 
counsel  for  the  Division  of  National 
Ministries  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches. 

In  other  actions  during  its  49th  an¬ 
niversary  meeting,  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  called  on  the  U.S  Senate  to 
ratify  the  SALT  II  treaty  and  adopt  two 
United  Nations-approved  human 
rights  covenants,  and  urged  Congress 
to  pass  the  Refugee  Act  of  1979, 
liberalize  U.S.  immigration  policy  and 


FMB  Releases 
Funds  For  Haiti 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Haiti  has 
been  added  to  the  list  of  Caribbean 
countries  receiving  Southern  Baptist 
relief  help  from  devastation  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  David. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  released 
$5,000  for  hunger  relief  in  Haiti,  which 
received  severe  crop  damage.  The 
emergency  funds  will  be  used  to  assist 
in  replanting  those  crops. 

Another  $20,000  also  was  authorized 
for  emergency  hunger  relief  in 
Dominicia.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  been  working  with  re¬ 
lief  efforts  on  that  island  since  the  late 
August  disaster  which  stripped  the 
country  of  its  resources  but  have  run 
out  of  food  to  distribute.  The  new  allo¬ 
cation  will  go  toward  the  purchase  and 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


pass  the  Fair  Housing  Amendments  of 

lira: 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  also 
named  as  its  first  general  counsel  vet¬ 
eran  staff  member  John  W.  Baker,  the 
agency’s  director  of  research  services 
since  1969.  Baker  earned  a  doctor  bf 
jurisprudence  degree  from  American 
University’s  law  school  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar.  He 
also  earned  a  doctor  of  philosophy  de¬ 
gree  in  political  science  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California,  Berkeley. 


Controversy  over  the  Philadelphia 
portion  of  Pope  John  Paul’s  U.S.  visit 
erupted  when  Frank  Rizzo  announced 
the  city  would  pick  up  the  whole  tab  for 
expenses  incurred,  including  the  large 
altar  where  the  Pope  celebrated  mass 
before  hundreds  of  thousands  of  par¬ 
ticipants  and  spectators. 

Two  Philadelphia  taxpayers,  includ¬ 
ing  American  Baptist  minister  Mary 
Anne  Forehand,  filed  suit  in  a  federal 
district  court  challenging  the  use  of 
public  money  for  the  altar.  No  objec¬ 


tion  was  registered  either  in  the  suit  or 
in  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  state¬ 
ment  to  public  funds  expended  for 
police  or  fire  protection  or  for  other 
public  safety  measures. 

Attorney  Trent  and  lawyers  for  the 
city  subsequently  agreed  to  have  the 
judge  in  the  case  hear  arguments  after 
the  Pope’s  visit.  As  part  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,  the  Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia 
agreed  to  pay  the  city  $75,999  in  the 
event  the  court  rules  against  the  city. 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Mississippi  Church  Helps 


North  Central  Missions  Thrust 
Gives  Birth  To  2,000th  Church 


Mini-Sessions  At  MBC 
To  Offer  Special  Topics 


By  Graham  Smith,  Chairman 
Order  Of  Business  Committee 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

As  your  Committee  on  Order  of  Bus¬ 
iness  considered  priorities,  we  con¬ 
cluded  there  were  three  basics  with 
which  we  should  deal  —  business,  wor¬ 
ship  and  information. 

Under  business  come  many  facets  of 
our  mutual  concern  and  work  as  a  con¬ 
vention  as  cooperatively  we  reached 
out  through  cur  own  areas,  our  state, 
our  nation  and  to  the  worldln  the  name 
of  our  Lord.  Worship  together  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  integral  part  of  any  of 
our  conventions  and  will  be  discussed1 
in  a  later  article. 

The  third  priority  —  information  — 
has  always  been  a  difficult  priority 
with  which  to  deal;  basically  this  has 
been  true  because  all  of  the  people  at 
any  convention  do  not  want  or  even 
need  all  of  the  information  from  all  of 
%ur  departments  of  Baptist  work. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  information 
from  specific  departments  of  our  state 
work  are  extremely  necessary  to  the 
successful  ongoing  of  our  local  and 
cooperative  efforts. 

Also,  as  an  added  impetus  to  this 


idea  of  Mini-Sessions  is  the  knowledge 
that  there  are  many  in  our  state  who 
are  deserving  of  sharing  in  some  way 
—  Bible  teaching.  Scripture  reading, 
praying,  singing  —  during  our  regular 
Convention  sessions  but  never  have 
the  opportunity  simply  because  of  the 
limited  (lumber  that  can  be  used.  Dur¬ 
ing  each  of  the  Mini-Sessions,  many 
more  will  have  opportunities  to  share 
in  various  ways. 

We  have  planned  four  Mini-Sessions 
for  Wednesday  afternoon  of  our  Con¬ 
vention.  We  will  gather  after  seminary 
luncheons  at  1:50  p.m.  After  other  con¬ 
siderations  and  a  message  we  will  be 
dismissed  at  3:05  p.m.  to  attend  the 
Mini-Sessions  The  four  sessions  will 
emphasize  1 1  Program,  2)  Missions,  3) 
Institutions  and  Agencies  and  4)  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

Breakdown  of  the  sessions  is  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

ADMINISTRATION 
Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Pro- 
gram  Promotion 
Comptroller-Business  Manager 
Church-Minister  Relations 
Baptist  Record 


Church  Administration  and  Pastoral 
Ministries 

Church  Architectural  Consultant 
PROGRAM 
Sunday  School 
Church  Training 
Church  Music 
Evangelism 
Assembly 
MISSIONS 
WMU 

Brotherhood 
Cooperative  Missions 
Student  Work 

INSTITUTIONS  AND  AGENCIES 
Baptist  Foundation 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education 
Children’s  Village 
Christian  Action  Commission 
Education  Commission 
Four  Baptist  Colleges 
Historical  Commission 
Baptist  Medical  Center 
We  strongly  urge  you  to  consider 
these  divisions  and  the  emphasis  in 
each.  Then,  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
choose  the  session  that  will  bring  you , 
up  to  date  in  th4  area  or  areas  with 
which  you  are  more  involved  at  the 
moment. 


MILFORD,  Mich.  -  Sunday,  De¬ 
cember  16  will  be  a  red  letter  day  for 
Baptists  in  Michigan,  as  well  as  the 
seven  states  in  the  North  Central  Mis¬ 
sions  Thrust. 

That  is  the  day  set  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  2,000th  Southern  Baptist 
church  in  the  north  central  states  area 
(Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Michigan, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio).  It 
will  be  the  South  Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
Milford,  Mich.,  a  town  of  5,200  in  Grea¬ 
ter  Detroit,  which  is  now  a  chapel. 

Baptist  leaders  from  all  seven  par¬ 
ticipating  states  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Dec.  16  constituting  service, 
set  for  2:30  P.M.  in  the  Johnson 
Elementary  School  at  Milford,  where 
the  chapel  was  first  organized  in  June 
of  1976. 

The  North  Central  Missions  Thrust 
is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  seven 
states  named,  to  double  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  work  in  that  area  by  1990. 

“Starting  the  2,000th  church  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant  step  for  the  entire  7-state 
area,”  said  Billy  Whitt,  director  of  the 
Cooperative  Missions  Division  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  Michigan. 
“It’s  also  significant  for  us  here  in 
Michigan,  since  we  have  grown  from 
55  churches  in  1957  when  our  state  con¬ 
vention  was  formed,  to  a  total  of  192 
churches  and  30  chapels.” 

The  pastor  of  the  soon-to-be  church 
in  Milford  is  Dale  Gross.  He  is  a  bi- 
vocational  pastor,  working  fulltime  as 
a  sergeant  on  the  city  police  force  in 
nearby  Novi,  Michigan.  The  Orchard 
Hills  Baptist  Church  of  Novi  is  the 


sponsoring  congregation.  Pastor 
Gross  did  not  take  a  salary  the  first  6 
months,  enabling  the  mission  to  be 
self-supporting  from  the  start. 

Typical  of  much  of  the  new  work  in 
the  7-state  area,  the  Milford  congrega¬ 
tion  received  help  from  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  student  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  on  one  occasion,  a  group 
of  27  members  from  the  Calvary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Waynesboro,  Miss. ,  who 


spent  a  week  helping  on  a  new  build¬ 
ing. 

The  Mississippi  group  will  return  in 
November  for  another  week’s  work, 
prior  to  the  constituting  service.  The 
Home  Mission  Board  also  loaned 
money  to  the  mission  to  purchase 
property  for  a  building  site. 

Milford  is  a  growing  community, 
and  adjacent  to  it  is  the  General 
Motors  Proving  Grounds. 


N.  C.  General  Board  OKs 
New  Wake  Forest  Charter 


ASHEBORO,  N.  C.  (BP)  -  The 
General  Board  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Convention  and  its  executive 
committee  have  approved  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  relationship  between  the 
Baptist  state  convention  and  Wake 
Forest  University. 

Final  approval  must  come  with  a 
two-thirds  vote  from  messengers  at 
the  ai&iual  session  of  the  Baptist  state 
convention  in  Winston-Salem,  Nov. 
12-14. 

Wake  Forest  trustees  and  the  state 
convention’s  Council  on  Christian 
Higher  Education  have  already  ap¬ 
proved  the  relationship  changes  which 
will  give  the  trustees  some  voice  in 
electing  their  board,  subject  to  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  convention. 

Previously,  all  trustees  of  the  school 
had  to  be  Baptists  from  North  Carolina 


Canal  Treaty  Will  Permit 
Churches  To  Buy  Property 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  new 
Panama  Canal  treaties  and  the  Oct.  1 
changeover  of  all  Canal  Zone  property 
to  the  Republic  are  expected  to  bring 
only  improvement  in  Southern  Baptist 
mission  work  there. 

"We  feel  very  good  about  the  ar¬ 
rangements,”  said  Charles  W.  Bryan, 
Foreign  Mission  Boar  (^secretary  for 
Middle  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

Bryan  sees  the  land  issue  as  a  posi¬ 
tive  step  for  Baptists.  “Before  the  new 
treaties,  we  were  only  able  to  lease  the 
land  where  our  mission  offices,  par¬ 
sonages  and  other  Baptist  buildings 
are  located  and  built.  Now  the  land  We 
leased  will  be  turned  over  to  Panama 
and  we  can  buy  that  land.” 


He  explained  that  those  who  have 
built  on  the  leased  land  have  the  first 
right  to  purchase  the  land.  Bryan  be¬ 
lieves  the  land  will  be  sold  at  “fair 
market  price.” 

“We  feel  the  churches  will  be  better 
off  than  before,  because  now  they  buy 
and  own  their  property,”  he  said. 
“And  we  feel  the  government  is  acting 
fairly  and  is  being  very  understanding 
in  the  matter.” 

For  more  than  a  year,  missionaries 
and  pastors  have  been  in  contact  with 
Panamanian  and  Zone  officialsJajk- 
ing  about  the  property  exchange.Tt’s 
been  handled  very  carefully,”  said 
Bryan.  “And  we’ve  not  detected  any 
heavy-handedness  in  this  matter.” 


chosen  by  the  convention.  If  the  new 
relation  is  approved,  trustees  will 
nominate  their  replacements  and 
one-third  of  the  36  trustees  can  be 
Christians  from  outside  North 
Carolina.  Also,  Wake  Forest  will  be 
removed  as  a  budget  item  from  the 
state  convention. 

The  general  board  also  voted  to  re¬ 
lease  $496,000  held  in  escrow  for  Wake 
Forest.  Funds  had  been  cut  off  Dec.  8 
when  the  trustees  amended  their  char¬ 
ter  without  convention  approval. 
Wake  Forest  is  scheduled  to  receive 
$936,937  for  1979  from  the  convention’s 
budget. 

Chinese  Work 
Gets  Pastor 

Philip  Kwong  has  begun  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  Chinese  Baptist  Church  in 
Cleveland  and  of  the  Greenwood 
Chinese  Fellow¬ 
ship. 

A  native  of  China, 
Kwong  is  a 

graduate  of  Hong 
Kong  Baptist 

Theological  Semi- 
nary  with  a  master 
Wof  divinity  degree. 
^  He  has  been  pastor 
K  wong  0f  Hong  Kong  Grace 

Baptist  Church  since  1965,  and  has 
taught  at  Hong  Kon^  Baptist  Bible  In¬ 
stitute  since  1978. 

Kwong  is  married  to  the  former 
Cheung  Po  Chun.  They  have  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Sam,  Timothy,  Esther,  and 
Grace. 

Support  for  the  ministry  at  the  two 
Chinese  programs  comes  from  the 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 
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Experience’’  At  MC 


Home  Mission  Board  Displays 
Its  People,  Places,  And  Work 


college  students,”  he  added.  “But.  Tanner,  in  his  charge  to  the  young 
that  is  not  all.  We  want  to  offer  them  an  missionaries,  told  them  they  will  face 
opportunity  to  participate  personally  opposition  and  see  spiritual  need  as 

in  missions.  serv®  ,  .  .  . 

“With  the  emphasis  on  volunteer  in-  "It  is  good  to  be  on  the  mountain  of 
volvement  in  missions,  we  also  were  inspiration,  but  we  must  also  re- 

interested  in  telling  people  how  they  member  we  serve  in  the  valley.  You 

can  become  a  part  of  the  missions  ef-  will  see  suffering  and  failure,  but  you 
>•  also  will  see  achievement  and  have  an 

The  work  and  heartbeat  of  the  board  opportunity  to  give  of  yourself,”  said 
was  told  as  missionaries  gave  tes-  Tanner, 
timonies  about  the  successes  and  Commissioning 

struggles  of  their  work.  Included  in  the  The  event  was  the  first  commission- 
personal  stories  were  those  of  Sam  and  ing  of  home  missionaries  in  Missis- 

Joan  Worley,  HMB  missionaries  who  sippi  in  many  years  and  the  first  ever 
serve  in  Lake  Tahoe,  Calif. ;  Don  and  on  the  campus  of  Mississippi  College. 
Lynne  Gurney,  student  workers  as-  The  services  was  actually  only  a 
signed  to  the  Air  Force  Academy  in  symbolic  gesture.  The  US-2ers  had 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.;  Robert  beencommissionedpreviouslyatser- 

Browning,  an  Air  Force  chaplain  serv-  vices  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
ing  at  Strategic  Air  Command  Head-  Westminister,  S.  C.,  prior  to  orienta- 
quarters  at  Offutt  AFB,  Neb.,  and  tion  this  summer. 

David  Benjamin,  a  US-2  missionary  Other  events  during  the  week  long 
serving  as  student  minister  at  50,000-  Home  Missions  Experience  included: 
student  Ohio  State  University  in  Col-  —Presentation  of  the  musical,  “Go 
umbus.  Ohio.  Then  and  Be  a  Witness,”  by  Ed  Sea- 

“We  think  the  student  participation  „ 

this  year  has  been  super  The  interest  V 

of  the  students  has  been  very  high  You 
don't  often  find  that  kind  of  interest.” 

“I  have  been  at  Mississippi  College 


since 

experiences  we  have  ever  had,”  said 
Van  Quick,  vice  president  for  student 
affairs  and  MC  coordinator  for  the 
event. 

“It  was  successful  because  of  the 
number  of  lives  touched.  A  lot  of  stu¬ 
dents  will  look  back  on  this  as  one  of 
the  most  significant  events  in  their 
lives,”  he  added. 

The  highlight  of  the  week  was  a 


MS  graduate  Ken  Lyle  delivers  a  message  to  the  Wednesday  evening  session  at 
MC.  He  is  pastor  of  Atlanta's  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  and  former  director  of 
missions  from  Metro  New  York. 


Theological  Study  Is 
Now  Within  Easy  Reach 


commissioning  for  four  US-2  mis¬ 
sionaries.  A  commissioning  is  similar 
to  an  ordination. 

Commissioned  were  Tanya  Ann 
Waters,  a  Mississippian,  who  serves 
as  director  of  weekday  ministries  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Chelsea, 
Mass. ;  Tina  Marie  Fogle,  who  works 
in  resort  ministries  in  Hot  Springs, 
Ark. ;  Kit  Han  Vivian  Fong,  who  works 
with  internationals  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  Bill  Mead,  who  is  involved  in 
resort  ministries  in  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


Left  to  right  are  Tina  Marie  Fogle,  Don  Rhymes,  Tanya  Ann  Waters,  Bill  Mead,  and 
Kit  Han  Vivian  Fong.  Rhymes  is  HMB  director  of  missionary  personnel.  The  four 
young  adults  are  US-2  missionaries  who  were  presented  during  the  Home  Missions 
Experience  last  week  at  Mississippi  College  Miss  Waters  is  a  Mississippi  native  from 
Pontotoc.  ,  ,  , 


Home  Study  Institute  may  contact 
Seminary  Extension  Department, 
Raymond  M.  Rigdon,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Bldg.,  460  James 
Robertson  Parkway,  Nashville,  TN 
37219. 

Those  interested  in  Extension 
Center  Study  may  contact  Hollis  V. 
Bryant,  Cooperative  Missions  De¬ 
partment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205,  Phone:  354-3704,  Extension  250. 


Seminary  Extension  offers  two 
types  of  study  opportunities,  home 
study  institute  and  extension  centers 
in  local  associations.  Three  cur¬ 
riculum  courses  are:  basic  cur¬ 
riculum  courses,  college  level  cur¬ 
riculum  courses,  and  CESA  (continu¬ 
ing  education  for  seminary  alumni). 

Basic  curriculum  study  offers  the 
certificate  of  merit  for  comj^etjug  any 
ten  courses.  The  distinguished  citation 
certificate  can  be  earned  by  complet- 
i  ing  an  additional  ten  courses. 

Carolina  in  August.  .  . ”*L*  Three  diploma  programs,  each  re- 

Reed.  35.  has  completed  all  rest-  quiring  the  compfe'tiojtof  sixteer*. 
dence  requirements  for  the  doctor  of  courses,  drb  based’ “oh  courses  in  the 
education  degree  at  New  Orleans  college  level  curriculum  series.  They 
Seminary,  from  which  he  already  are  the  diploma  in  Pastoral  Mini¬ 
holds  the  master  of  divinity  degree.  He  stries  Program,  the  diploma  in  Edu- 
expects  to  receive  his  doctorate  next  cational  Ministries  Program,  and  the 
spring.  A  native  of  Mathiston.  Miss.,  diploma  in  Biblical  Studies  Program. 

Credit  for  the  courses  in  the  college- 
level  series  also  may  be  applied  on 
either  of  the  above  certificates. 

The  CESA  series  directs  individuals 
to  a  variety  of  non-credit  learning  re¬ 
sources  for  independent  or  small- 
During  recent  years,  in  addition  to  his  group  study. 

graduate  work  at  the  seminary,  Reed  Anyone  can  participate  in  the  basic 
has  served  as  assistant  pastor  of  the  curriculum  courses  without  a  formal 

earned  diploma  or  degree.  In  order  to 
participate  in  college  level  courses 
and  receive  credit,  one  must  have  a 
high  school  diploma. » 

Those  wishing  to  partcipate  in  the 


,  rf ,Tewv..(RP >  .^.Jaroes,  at  Gardner- Webb  College  in  North 
|  Evbrette  Reed,  a  doctoral  candidate  at 
1  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
j  Serninary,  wijj  become  associate  A- 
|  rectpr  for  |ipme  study,  education  for 
thd  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  Exten¬ 
sion  Department,  Dec.  1. 

Seminary  Extension’s  administra¬ 
tive  committee,  made  up  of  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  the  six  Southern  Baptist 
theological  seminaries,  elected  Reed  in 
unanimously.  He  will  join  two  other 
associates  on  the  department  staff,  di¬ 
rected  by  Raymond  M.  Rigdon. 

As  head  of  Seminary  Extension’s 
Home  Study  Institute,  Reed  will  work 
with  some  2,000  individuals  who  have 
enrolled  for  correspondence  study  of 
one  or  more  of  the  theologically  Gentilly  Baptist  Church  in  New  Or- 
oriented  courses  offered  by  the  de-  leans,  a  teaching  fellow  at  the  semi- 

partment.  He  succeeds  Robert  L.  nary,  and  manager  of  the  campus 

Lamb,  who  accepted  a  faculty  position  store. 


Houston  Takes 
Carroll-Montgo 


Nolan  Houston  has  returned  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  3s  director  of  missions  for 
Carroll-Mbntgomery  County  Baptists. 

»He  began  his 
work  Sept.  24,  com¬ 
ing  from  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  Mertchville 
Baptist  Church, 
Newport  News,  Va. 

A  native  of  Char¬ 
leston,  Miss.,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  East 
^-WTexks  Baptist  Col- 
Houston  <<^jege  and  earned  the 

master  of  religions  education  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  has  beenafestor  of  churches  in 
Louisiana,  New* Mexico,  and  Virginia. 
He  managed  Baptist  Book  Stores  in 
Albuquerque  and  Norfolk. 

Houston  is  married  to  the  former 
Ann  Park  of  Grenada.  They  have  three 
children. 


Missionary  Don  Gurney.  BSU  director  at  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  Academy,  discusses 
his  work  in  a  MC  classroom.  At  far  right  is  Van  Quick. 


Baptist  Joint  Committee 


ratification  of  the  SALT  II  treaty,  the 
Bishop  group  joined  three  member 
denominations  which  had  already  en¬ 
dorsed  the  measure.  The  American 
Baptist  Churches,  the  Progressive  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  Convention,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  all  pas¬ 
sed  resolutions  last  summer  approv¬ 
ing  the  treaty. 

Because  of  those  actions,  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  joined  the  Religious 
Committee  on  SALT,  a  coalition  of  27 
national  religious  groups  actively  lob¬ 
bying  for  passage. 

The  statement  incorporated  a  por¬ 
tion  of  a  document  adopted  in  July  by 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance  urging  not 
only  ratification  of  the  embattled 
SALT  II  treaty  but  calling  for  new 
arms  control  agreements  and  for  “the 
development  of  national  policies 
which  will  give  greater  funding 
priority  to  non-military  security 
measures.” 

In  another  related  action,  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  urged  Senate 
ratification  of  two  human  rights  co¬ 
venants  adopted  unanimously  by  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  in 
1%6 

The  international  agreements,  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Exclusion  for  the  office  for  Church  in  Society  of  ung  |n  ucxooer  during  mornu 
which  took  effect  in  1976  and  have  been  0f  churches  from  lobby  disclosure  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  also  tes-  eve"ln8  classes  to  pastors,  < 

signed  by  more  than  50  nations,  have  legislation  pending  before  the  Senate  tified  against  the  legislation.  “The  sta"  workers  and  lay  leaders, 

been  largely  ignored  by  the  Senate  for  Governmental  Affairs  Committee  was  Congress  takes  a  great  risk  if  it  acts  in  -p  i  r>  •  m 

allegedly  political  reasons.  Opposi-  the  major  thrust  of  testimony  pre-  a  way  which  may  stifle  any  legitimate  ijeCKV  JjnSCOe  1 0 

tion,  mainly  from  the  right  wing  of  sented  by  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  advocacy  work.  .  .  .gaining  access  to 

American  politics,  centers  on  fears  0n  Public  Affairs.  the  political  system  has  been  very  dif-  Leave  WMTJ  Post 

that  the  covenants  would  undermine  The  Baptist  statement  charged  that  ficult  for  many  groups.  I  ask  you  not  to  J'  UBl 

U  S.  sovereignty  and  deny  to  U.S.  citi-  g.  1564,  introduced  by  Sen.  Lawton  put  any  new  and  unnecessary  obsta-  Becky  Briscoe,  who  has  been 

zens  rights  protected  by  the  Constitu-  chiles,  D-Fla.,  would  unconstitu-  cles  in  our  paths,”  Lynn  said.  consultant  for  the  Mississippi 

tion.  tionally  inhibit  the  free  exercise  of  re-  Similar  legislation  in  the  House  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  Y 

-  ligion  and  entangle  government  and  Representatives  is  pending  in  the  igned  that  position,  accordini 

Manila,  Philippines  —  The  execu-  churches  by  “imposing  time-  Judiciary  Committee.  In  the  last  Con-  announcement  by  Marjean  Pal 

tive  committee  of  the  Luzon  Baptist  consuming  and  expensive  record  gress,  the  House  passed  a  lobby  disclio-  executive  director, 

convention  is  challenging  every  Bap-  keeping  and  reporting  on  churches  in  sure  bill  but  the.  Senate  refused  to  Miss  Briscoe  joined  the  WM 
tist  on  Luzon,  largest  island  in  the  carrying  out  their  religious  mission.  move  it  out  of  committee.  on  Sept.  1,  1978.  She  became 

Philippines,  to  give  at  least  one  peso  a  The  statement  said  many  religious  In  its  annual  meeting  in  1978,  th^  Consultant  after  being  a  fourtl 
year  for  local  mission  projects.  If  the  groups  consider  it  an  integral  part  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  went  on  teacher  in  the  South  Panola 

challenge  is  met,  the  convention  will  their  mission  to  speak  to  government  record  as  opposing  lobby  disclosure  District  for  several  years.  S 

have  enough  money  to  send  a  Filipino  to  try  to  influence  the  development  of  legislation  which  would  impose  graduate  of  the  University  of 

missionary  to  an  area  in  northeastern  public  policy,  “tighter  governmental  control  over  sippi  with  a  master’s  den 

Luzon.  Barry  W.  Lynn,  legislative  counsel  churches  and  not-for-profit  groups.”  ^elementary  education. 


spending  public  money  for  all  neces¬ 
sary  public  safety  precautions  during 
the  visit. 

The  Baptist  agency  also  voted  to 
send  a  telegram  to  Cardinal  John  Krol , 
Archbishop  of  Philadelphia,  urging 
him  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
Washington  Archdiocese  in  footing  the 
bill  for  expenses  involving  public  wor¬ 
ship  events.  The  telegram  com¬ 
mended  Cardinal  William  Baum  of 
Washington  for  his  announced  inten¬ 
tion  to  have  the  archdiocese  pay  for 
such  events. 

In  formally  declaring  its  support  for 


I  Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

Trent  told  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee.  however,  that  the  $75,999  origi¬ 
nally  estimated  as  the  cost  of  building 
the  altar  has  now  risen  to  about 
$500,000.  He  accused  city  officials  of 
"repeated  lies”  during  the  proceeding 
and  predicted  that  the  Baptist  position 
would  win. 

While  voting  to  give  its  staff  author¬ 
ity  to  lend  “all  appropriate  support’ ’  to 
the  lawsuit,  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  action  also  expressed  a  welcome  to 
Pope  John  Paul  and  acknowledged 
specifically  the  appropriateness  of 


Golden  Gate  Adds 
Nine  To  Faculty 


Recreators’  Association 

—  r 

Pictured  are  some  participants  in  the  recent  organizational  meeting  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Recreators'  Association.  Lett  to  right  are  Ray  Conner,  director  ot  the 
church  recreation  department  ot  the  Sunday  School  Board:  Jimmy  Smith,  minister  of 
activities  at  Jackson  s  Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church;  Frank  Gunn,  pastor  pf  First 
Church.  Biloxi;  and  Hugh  Monk,  of  the  Baptist  Children's  Village.  Elected  president 
of  the  group  was  Tom  Prather,  minister  of  recreation  at  Woodland  Hills  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson.  Vice  president  is  Glenn  Shows,  minister  of  activities  at  Clinton  First 
Church,  Editor  is  Jan  Cossitt,  minister  of  activities  at  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton;  and  Jimmy  Smith  of  Alta  Woods  is  secretary  of  the  group. 


Before  You  Move 

1.  Attach  ok!  mailing  label  In  the  apace  below  or  print 
your  old  addreaa,  and  account  number. 


Account  No 


Address 


3.  Mail  to:  The  Baptist  Record 

Circulation 

Box  530 

Jackson.  Miss.  39205 


guffs  icurm  pom 
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BYWs  Wil|  Be  Challenj 
To  Change  Their  Lives 

lUe  annual  Baptist  Young  Women 

gXSL 

Garaywa,  will  bring  tocether  ryw« 

■*>  rr  *232^  ESP, 

jjarried,  who  are  between  the  ag*of 
“Because  I  Have  . . .  I  Must  Give” 

BYwt  wnftT  L0r,!he  WWkend' 

cha,len«ed  to  make 
life-changing  commitments,  as  they 
seek  to  change  their  world. 

*7 locaJ  church  BYW 
leadership  have  been  promoting  the 

and  church. 

BYWs  will  travel  by  church  bus.  van. 

cars  to  attend  this  annual  gathering  of 

young  women. 
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Retreats  Will  Enliven 
Music  In  Small  Churches 


through  Bible  stu&es  as  they  ‘reach 
out’  to  the  people  of  Indonesia.  The 
Rankins  are  on  furlough  in  Mississip¬ 
pi,  living  in  Clinton. 

Frances  Tyler,  professor  of  Bible, 
Blue  Mountain  College,  will  lead  in  the 
Bible  study  for  the  retreat.  Three  dif¬ 
ferent  sessions  of  study  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Tyler  on  “The  Sermon 
on  The  Mount"  during  the  week-end. 
Mrs.  Tyler  has  been  with  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  since  1946  as  a  professor  of 
Bible.  Her  late  husband  was  president 
of  Blue  Mountain,  1900-65. 

Special  BYW  method  conferences 
will  be  offered  by  Mrs.  Kenneth 
(Elaine)  Rhodes,  Poplarville,  who  is 
State  BYW  Representative  for  Missis¬ 
sippi  WMU,  and  Mrs.  Elton  (Linda) 
Whitley,  Lee  Association  BYW  direc¬ 
tor.  Both  young  women  led  BYW 
method  conferences  during  the  WMU 
leadership  training  in  August. 

The  retreat  will  also  offer  music, 
fun,  and  fellowship,  as  over  100  young 
women  gather  Friday  evening  at 
Garaywa  for  the  weekend  meeting. 

Registration  forms  can  be  found  in 
the  October /November /December 
issue  of  alongside,  as  well  as  other  in¬ 
formation  about  the  retreat.  If  more 
information  is  needed  or  registration 
sent,  call  or  write  Marilyn  Hopkins,  P. 
0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Ms.  39205,  tele¬ 
phone,  354-3704 


100,000th  Person  Asks 
For  Home  Bible  Guide 


Rankin  Tyler 

Mrs  Jerry  (Bobbye)  Rankin, 
foreign  missionary,  Jember.  In¬ 
donesia,  will  tell  about  the  work  in 
Jember.  Mrs.  Rankin  and  her  family 
serve  as  general  evangelists  assisting 
the  churches  by  sharing  God’s  love 


Brotherhood  Commission 
Receives  Med  Supplies 


Brotherhood  Commission  here  for  dis-  mission  related  medical  group  if  they 
tribution  to  medical  projects  related  to  will  pay  the  transportation,  Godfrey 
home  and  foreign  missions.  said. 

Norman  Godfrey,  director  of  the  The  Brotherhood  ministries  leader 
ministries  section  of  the  Commission,  encouraged  interested  groups  to  write 
said  the  supplies  were  routed  to  the  to  him  for  a  copyof  the  six-page  inven- 
agencyby  John  Winters  of  Alexandria,  tory.  f  s 
La.,  director  of  Baptist  men  and  boys  Among  the  supplies  are  maternity 
for  Louisiana  Southern  Baptists  care  kits,  surgical  masks  and  rubber 
The  supplies,  donated  by  a  hospital  gloves,  disposable  pillow  cases,  a  heat 
equipment  firm  in  Dallas,  were  trans-  therapy  unit,  ear  piercers,  breathing 
ported  to  Memphis  in  a  North  Ameri-  devices  and  disposable  wash  cloths, 
can  moving  van  routed  through  Alex-  They  fill  two  offices  at  the  Commis- 
andria  by  owner  Jack  Knox  of  Ger-  sion. 

man  town.  Tenn.,  vice  chairman  of  the  - 

Commission.  Coban,  Guatemala  —  Members  of 

Southern  Baptist  leaders  of  Texas  four-year-old  Jerusalem  Baptist 
River  Ministries  took  part  of  the  sup-  Church  in  the  Pocola  Valley  of  north- 
plies  and  that  foreign  missions  offi-  central  Guatemala  have  given  650  to 
cials  are  investigating  a  plan  to  send  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Nicaragua  to 

be  used  in  refugee  relief  work.  The 
money  was  presented  to  Southern 
T  l  hra  rlanc  Baptist  missionary  to  Nicaragua  Stan- 

***  Idllo  ley  D.  Stamps,  who  was  visiting  the 

(Continued  tron,  Page  >, 

thors  and  publishers  and  other  book  churc*J^  and  works  with  eight  mis- 
people  on  her  television  show,  she  is  7“  T7,r  avera«e.  per  fain- 

known  in  Florida  as  the  “Book  Lady  1  J*  l*r  day  is  about  k 

Registration  will  begin  at  11  a  m.  on  - 

Oct.  »,  and  the  Friday  afternoon  gen-  _ _  ...  .  . 

eral  session  will  begin  at  1.  The  Satur-  “  *wLt°'  b  l7 

day  morning  session  will  begin  at  8 : 30  7Se7'  •  Wa7  s weetttess  0I)  ^ 

and  conclude  at  noon.  dese^a*£’  —  Gray  ~  “Elegy  in  a 

Larry  Salter,  consultant,  Sunday  Country  Churchyard.” 

School  Department,  Mississippi  Bap-  ll/TCTT  dct T  W7*ll 
tist  Convention  Board,  stated  that  re-  •lYloU  DijU  W  ill 
servations  should  be  in  before  Oct.  22 

Host  Luncheon 


Baptist  Women  Study  Moved 

The  Baptist  Women  study  Saturday,  Oct.  13,  of  the  book  “ What  Happens 
When  Women  Pray,”  has  been  moved  to  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 
m  Clinton. 

It  was  originally  scheduled  for  Garaywa,  but  overflowing  registration 
prevented  Garaywa  use.  The  time  is  still  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 


Lay-Clergy  Retreat  Will 
Be  At  Northminster 


FMB — Haiti 


Larry  High  Named 
Editor  In  Maryland 

LUTHERVILLE,  Md.  (BP)-Larry 
E.  High,  associate  editor  of  The  Mary¬ 
land  Baptist  since  September  1975,  has 
-  been  elected  editor 

*  of  the  state  Baptist 

jf  paper,  effective 

Oct.  1.  The  action 
came  during  a 
*1  ^  F*  meeting  of  the  Bap- 

y  tist  Convention  of 

V  *  Maryland’s  state 

■  mission  board. 

High  ceeds  R.  G.  Puc¬ 
kett,  who  resigned  July  31  to  become 
executive  director  of  Americans  Un¬ 
ited  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State.  Puckett  served  The  Maryland 
Baptist  for  13  years.  High  served  as 
acting  editor  after  Puckett’s  resigna¬ 
tion. 

He  is  the  youngest  of  the  current 
group  of  editors  of  34  state  Baptist 
newspapers,  covering  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  work  in  50  states. 

A  Maryland  native.  High  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land  at  College  Park,  where  he  earned 
the  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  jour¬ 
nalism.  He  also  holds  the  master  of 
religious  education  degree  from 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

While  a  seminary  student  he  served 
as  staff  intern  for  the  Western  Recor¬ 
der,  state  Baptist  paper  for  Kentucky, 
and  publications  editor  for  the  Long 
Run  Baptist  Association.  Following 
graduation  from  Southern  Seminary 
in  1974,  High  was  full  time  seminary 
news  director  and  managing  editor  of 
the  alumni  publication.  The  Tie,  until 
returning  to  Maryland  the  next  year. 

High  is  chairman  of  the  Maryland 
history  committee  and  is  the  state 
commissioner  to  the  Historical  Com- 


The  Mississippi  Religious  Leader-  will  be  the  moderator  of  the  program, 
ship  Conference’s  Annual  Lay-Clergy  and  three  presentations  will  be  made 
Retreat  will  be  held  this  year  at  by  Steve  McNeely,  pastor  of  Northside 
Northminster  Church,  Jackson,  on  Drive  Church  in  Clinton,  Don 
Tuesday,  Oct.  30,  from  9:30  a.m.  to  3  Dinsmore,  associate  director  of  pas- 
pm.  toral  services  at  University  Medical 

The  theme  will  be  “Dealing  with  the  Center,  and  David  Ray,  executive  di- 
Stages  of  Life/Career:  Morning,  rector  of  Fifty  Plus,  followed  by  a  final 
Noon,  Afternoon  and  Evening.”  group  dialogue  with  the  presenters. 

John  R.  Claypool  of  Northminster  Lunch  will  be  served  at  the  church. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

delivery  of  food  so  the  missionaries 
can  continue  their  work  in  the  town  of 
Boetica. 

The  two  new  allocations  bring  to 
$135,000  the  total  amount  of  Southern 
Baptist  relief  money  for  use  in  the 
Dominican  Republic.  Dominica  and 
Haiti. 


Refugee  Work 
Needs  Listed 


CLEARANCE 


Refugee  resettlement  and  sponsor¬ 
ship  needs  will  be  presented  Friday, 
Oct.  19.  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson. 

Gene  Tunnell  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  will  speak  on  sponsorship  and 
answer  questions  on  the  topic.  He  is  a 
former  missionary  to  Vietnam  and  as¬ 
sisted  with  the  resettlement  program 
at  Ft.  Chaffee,  Ark.,  in  1975  and  is  now 
coordinator  of  refugee  resettlement 
for  Southern  Baptists. 

“Adrift  in  the  World,:  Indo  Chinese 
Refugees.”  a  22  minute  film,  will  be 
shown,  portraying  the  conditions  and 
problems  of  refugees. 

The  session,  which  is  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  is  part  of  a  two-day  language  mis¬ 
sions  leadership  conference  for  lead¬ 
ers  in  ethnic  churches  throughout  Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

The  program  takes  place  from  7-9 
p.m. 


We’re  overstocked,  and  must  reduce  our  Inventory 

•  *  More  than  20  buses  from  which  to  choose. 

•  Every  bus  reduced  by  at  least  20%. 

•  Limited  warranty  available  on  most  units. 


Bus  Charter,  Rental,  and  Maintenance 


Mississippi 


Highway  49  South 
Jackson  Mississippi  39206 
(601)  932-2912  M601)  362-8402 


Secretary  Certification 
Seminars  Scheduled 


Chinese  Work 

i  Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

Chinese  Baptist  Church,  Bolivaij  and 
Leflore  Associations.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Greenwood,  and  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Missions  Department  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Kwong  told  the  Baptist  Record  he 
will  likely  be  doing  some  work  in  estab¬ 
lishing  ministries  among  Chinese  in 
Clarksdale  or  in  Vicksburg. 


NOW  AVAILABLE  TO  AGES  64  AND  OVER 

Guaranteed  Issue 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered 
Immediately — No  waiting  periods 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

i  PoUcy  Form  37li 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  for 
hospital  confinenftnt. 

Additional  benefits  may  be  added  for 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  •  Nurse  •  Skill 

f  Endorsement  E-7i) 

Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

lEll-ESSi 

•Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(E-TSl 

•  Cancer  Coverage  Available 

For  Full  Information,  Fill  out  coupon  and  Mail  To : 
Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Insurance  Co. 
E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 
P.  O.  Box  16849 
Jackson,  MS.  39206 

Phone  (661)  964-7371 


NASHVILLE  —  Ten  Church  Sec-  provement  for  church  secretaries  as 
retaries  Certification  Seminars  are  well  as  secretaries  from  associations, 
scheduled  around  the  country  in  1980.  state  and  SBC  agencies  and  sec- 
The  Church  Secretary  Personal  En  retaries  from  other  denominations, 
richment  Program,  in  its  sixth  year,  is  The  seminar  sites  in  1980  include  the 
an  emphasis  of  thaphurch  ad ministra-  Noland  Road  Baptist  Church,  Inde- 

tion  department  of  the  Southern  Bap-  pendence,  Mo.,  Feb.  11-15;  the  Church 

tist  Sunday  School  Bokrd  The  prog-  Program  Training  Center,  Sunday 
ram  is  an  opportunity  for  self  im-  School  Board,  Nashville,  Feb.  25-29 

( advanced  only ) ;  Forest  Park  Baptist 
Church,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  March 
17-21;  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center,  Ridgecrest,  N.  C.,  March 
24-28;  White  Oak  Conference  Center, 
Columbia,  S.  C„  March  31-April  4  (ad¬ 
vanced  only);  and  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Glorieta,  N.  M., 
April  21-25. 

Other  seminars  will  be  held  at 
Asilomar  State  Beach,  Pacific  Grove, 
Calif.,  April  29-May  2;  Old  Main 
Lodge,  Waco,  Texas,  May  26-30;  Cas¬ 
cades  Meeting  Center,  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  Aug.  18-22;  and  the  board’s  Ch¬ 
urch  Program  Training  Center,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Sept.  15-19  (advanced  only). 

Secretaries  planning  to  attend  the 
seminars  should  get  the  study  materi¬ 
als  well  in  advance  of  the  seminar  to 
prepare  for  the  exam  they  plan  to  take, 
according  to  Lucy  Hoskins,  consultant 
to  church  secretaries  in  the  church 
administration  department. 

A  brochure  listing  seminar  locations 
and  recommended  study  materials 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration  Department,  Sunday 
School 'Board,  127  Ninth  Avenue, 
North,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37234.  Cost  for 
the  seminar  is  $35.  Secretaries  may  be 
certified  either  on  the  basic  or  ad¬ 
vanced  level. 


Four  Great  Dates  In  Mississippi 

LONG  BEACH  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  14  SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  21 

First  Baptist  Church  First  Baptist  Church 

9:45  AM  10:45  AM 


RIDGELAND 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  20 
First  Baptist  Church 
7:00  PM 


SUMMIT 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  22 
Southwest  Jr.  College 
7:30  PM 


Name 


Street 


Phone _ Zip_ 

Underwritten  by  Equitable  Ufb  And  Casualty  In*  Co.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
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Editorials 


Three  Annual  Occasions  .  .  . 


Statewide  dates  are  important 


Three  annual  occasions  of  statewide 
importance  should  be  claiming  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Mississippi  Baptists  at  this 
time.  They  are  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Brotherhood  Rally, 
and  High  Attendance  Day  in  Sunday 
School. 

Let’s  consider  them  in  reverse  or¬ 
der.  as  that  is  the  order  in  which  they 
will  come. 

High  Attendance 

High  Attendance  Day  in  Sunday 
School  is  this  month  —  Oct.  28  The 
goal  is  225.000  in  Bible  study  on  that 
day.  which  should  not  be  particularly 
difficult  to  reach. 

There  are  about  450.000  resident 
members  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches.  Probably  there  are  half 
again  that  number  who  are  children 
who  have  not  yet  joined  a  church.  That 
makes  a  total  of  675.000  Mississippi 
Baptist  Sunday  School  members  and 


prospects  from  which  to  claim  that  at¬ 
tendance.  The  goal  is  one-third  of  that 
number.  Surely  a  third  of  us  would 
show  up  in  Sunday  School  on  a  given 
Sunday  without  a  great  deal  of  promo¬ 
tion.  but  such  is  evidently  not  the  case. 
Else  the  goal  would  be  higher. 

Off  additional  interest  this  year  is 
picture  day.  The  Sunday  School  De¬ 
partment  is  asking  for  a  picture  of 
every  Sunday  School  n  the  state. 

There  needs  to  be  a  lot  of  people  in 
these  pictures. 

Brotherhood  Rally 

Gene  Garrison,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  Brotherhood  Confer¬ 
ence.  That  should  make  it  a  worth¬ 
while  occasion,  but  an  additional  at¬ 
traction  is  that  Jackson's  Jim 
Raymick  will  be  directing  the  music 
for  the  conference. 

The  Brotherhood  puts  on  a  double- 


Home  Missions  experience 


barreled  attraction  each  year,  and  this 
year  is  no  exception.  For  the  banquet 
the  speaker  will  be  Eddy  Nicholson 
the  “Rocking  Chair  Philosopher,' 
whose  home  is  in  Lubbock,  Texas. 
Music  will  be  furnished  for  the  banquet 
by  two  young  Mississippians,  David 
and  Laura  Prevost.  Both  are  guitarists 
and  soloists  in  addition  to  their  singing 
together.  David  is  minister  of  music  at 
First  Church,  Canton. 

The  rally  begins  at  5:30  p.m.  Nov.  12 
at  Parkway  Church,  Jackson;  and  the 
conference  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
church’s  new  auditorium. 

Convention 

The  next  day.  Nov.  13,  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  begins  at 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Bill  Causey, 
pastor  of  Parkway  Church,  is  the  pres¬ 
ident.  He  will  bring  the  president’s  ad 
dress;  and  Bill  Baker,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Clinton,  will  preach  the  con¬ 


vention  sermon.  Other  speakers  will 
include  W.  C.  Fields,  a  former  Missis¬ 
sippi  pastor  and  former  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Record,  and  Jim  Henry,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Orlando,  Fla.  He 
spoke  at  last  year’s  state  Brotherhood 
Rally. 

But  the  convention  is  not  all 
speeches.  Its  primary  purpose  is  busi¬ 
ness,  and  that  includes  reports  on  the 
past  and  plans  for  the  future.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  the  work  of  Baptists  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  will  be  given  prime  time,  and  a 
new  budget  will  be  presented  for  adop¬ 
tion.  The  budget  is  our  way  of  sharing 
our  witness  to  the  entire  world. 

The  convention  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  meeting  we  will  have  all  year,  and 
messengers  need  to  be  elected.  Every 
church  is  allowed  at  least  two,  and 
many  are  due  the  maximum  number 
of  10. 

The  auditorium  of  First  Church 
should  be  filled  to  its  capacity. 


Ministry  excitement  in  the  U.S. 


Sam  and  Joan  Worley,  resort  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  Lake  Tahoe  in  California, 
would  not  compare  themselves  with 
Paul;  but  their  testimony  is  that  the 
Lord  reached  down  and  led  them  to 
salvation  when  they  weren't  in¬ 
terested  in  going  in  that  direction. 

Sam  is  director  of  Tahoe  Resort 
Ministries,  and  the  two  are  career 
missionaries  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board  It  was  not  too  many  years  ago 
that  Sam  was  an  inactive  Episcopalian 
and  Joan  had  no  church  affiliation  at 
all. 

Joan  was  the  first  to  become  a  Bap¬ 
tist.  They  had  been  living  in  Alaska 
while  Sam  worked  for  an  oil  company, 
but  after  the  earthquake  there  they 
moved  to  the  Texas  Panhandle  to  live 
in  Dumas  Sam  is  a  native  of  Ok¬ 
lahoma.  and  one  night  Joan  attended  a 
revival  service  in  Oklahoma  with  an 
'KM*#  grew  up'lfTWs 

Angeles,  as  did  Joan,  90  the  aunt  was 
not  well  known  until  they  moved  to 
Ttoras  Joan  eeeahsiMbt  if  was  at  this 
revival  servw^WBif^Wtt'ReaHHhe 
song,  ‘^Blessed  Redeemer";  and  she 
realized  that  slw  bad  been  redeemed. 

Her  professiori  of  faith  and  baptism 
upset  Sam,  and  he  began  to  cause 
problems  with  her  church  attendance. 
Their  marriage  was  threatened.  But, 
Sam  says,  the  Holy  Spirit  was  insis- 


Guest  Opinion 


tent;  and  two  years  later  he  attended  a 
service  at  First  Church,  Dumas.  Fi¬ 
nally  confronted  with  the  gospel,  he 
had  no  choice  but  to  respond  Then  he 
said  he  found  that  he  was  on  every¬ 
body's  prayer  list. 

Six  months  later  Sam  asked  the  Lord 
what  He  wanted  him  to  do  with  his  life, 
now  that  he  was  a  Christian.  In  no  un¬ 
certain  terms,  the  Lord  said, 
"Preach  ” 

So  with  their  children  the  couple 
moved  to  Brownwood  to  enroll  in  How¬ 
ard  Payne  College.  By  the  time  they 
finished  their  seminary  work  they  had 
three  children,  and  nine  years  ago  they 
found  themselves  at  South  Lake 
Tahoe,  Calif.  Sam  became  pastor  of 
the  church  there.  Three  years  ago  they 
were  appointed  home  missionaries  in 
the  same  California-Nevada  area. 

CHnton  for  the  Hoipe 
Mission  Experience  at  Mississippi  Col- 
i. tegs.  •  ‘ti  ......  leu.’  ',jo: 

mosr  types  drrome  missions  work, 
Sam  says,  and  there  are  up  to  19  work¬ 
ers  involved  at  any  one  time.  These 
include  volunteers,  student  summer 
missionaries,  U.S. -2  workers,  and 
career  missionaries.  They  witness  at 
six  ski  resorts  around  Lake  Tahoe  on 
the  California  side  of  the  state  line  and 


from  a  church-type  mission  in  Neva¬ 
da.  One  of  the  workers  is  permanently 
stationed  at  the  U.S.  winter  Olympic 
training  camp  at  Squaw  Valley.  The 
church-type  mission,  Tahoe  Douglas 
Church  in  Nevada,  sends  its  witness 
into  the  casinos  of  Nevada.  Sam  re¬ 
lates  that  the  small  church  of  about  40. 
people  recently  prayed  for  a  handle  on 
a  casino  ministry.  Shortly  thereafter 
the  manager  of  one  of  the  large  hotels 
housing  a  casino  walked  in  and  asked 
to  be  a  part  of  the  congregation. 

Home  missions  work  has  its  excite¬ 
ment  just  as  does  foreign  missions. 
People  such  as  Sam  and  Joan  Worley 
are  helping  to  make  it  go.  I  first  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  them  about 
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1972,  when  I  was  editor  of  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Southern  Baptist.  It  was  a  delight 
to  have  a  chance  for  fellowship  again. 

Their  witness  and  that  of  several 
more  such  as  they  are  at  the  Home 
Missions  Experience  at  Mississippi 
College  was  fruitful.  Bill  Lee,  the  as¬ 
sistant  director  of  the  Special  Minis¬ 
tries  Section,  told  me  that  he  had  ap¬ 
plications  for  U.S.-2  work  “running out 
my  ears."  He  also  had  several  in¬ 
quiries  about  career  missions  work. 

The  Worleys  simply  have  let  the 
Lord  take  over  since  they  became 
Christians.  The  influence  they  are  hav¬ 
ing  in  the  Lord’s  Kingdom  is  beyond 
measure.  But  they  are  just  Sam  and 
Joan,  local  Christians.  —  DTM 
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Sam  Worley,  far  left,  and  Joan,  far  right,  counsel  with  students  at  Mississippi 
College. 


Flesh  and  Blood:  victimizing  TV  viewers 


By  Harry  Hollis 

^  A 

The  ratings  war  between  the  televi¬ 
sion  networks  has  heated  up.  The  bat¬ 
tle  for  viewers  is  on.  Moral  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  TV  programing  is  one  of  the  ear¬ 
liest  victims  of  this  exercise  in  exces¬ 
sive  corporation  greed. 

Why.  for  example,  has  a  network 
with  the  vast  resources  of  CBS  chosen 
to  build  a  program  on  such  a  morally 
shoddy  book  as  Pete  Hamill’s  Flesh 
and  Blood?  The  answer  is  clear.  CBS 
wants  so  desperately  to  win  the  ratings 


A  pastor  lists  .  .  . 


battle  that  it  is  even  willing  to  link  it¬ 
self  to  an  incest  book  to  do  so. 

CBS  must  be  challenged  by  all  who 
oppose  such  irresponsibility  in  prog¬ 
raming.  By  using  Hamill’s  sick  novel, 
no  matter  how  much  its  TV  movie  dif¬ 
fers,  CBS  has  chosen  to  promote  a 
work  that  cheapens  sex,  exploits  vio¬ 
lence,  mocks  Christianity,  and  high¬ 
lights  incest. 

The  decision  by  CBS  to  wed  itself  to 
Flesh  and  Blood  is  painful  evidence  of 
the  erosion  of  morality  in  TV  program¬ 


ing.  To  halt  this  erosion  we  must  in¬ 
crease  efforts  to  communicate  opposi¬ 
tion  to  networks,  local  stations  and  ad¬ 
vertisers.  We  must  make  it  clear  that 
TV  viewers  also  have  views.  Write  the 
President  of  CBS  and  tell  him  what  you 
think  about  CBS’  use  of  Flesh  and 
Blood:  Mr.  James  Rosenfield,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  CBS,  Inc.,  51  West  52nd  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10019.  Call  local  af¬ 
filiates  and  advertisers  and  share  your 
views. 

In  addition  to  increased  efforts  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  television  system,  we  must 


Ten  Reasons  Why  I  Tjthe 


By  John  E.  Barrow,  Pastor 
Ted  Baptist  Chvch,  Smith  County 

On  September  4,  1927,  John  Ernest 
Barrow  and  Laura  Myrtis  Todd  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony. 
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God  has  wonderfully  blessed  our  union 
these  52  years.  We  really  believe  that 
Malachi  3: 10  is  one  of  the  many  proofs 
that  God  will  do  what  He  says  He  will 
do  We  believe  the  Old  Testament  is 
applicable  to  the  lives  of  Christians 
today.  It  is  also  our  belief  that  Jesus 
was  putting  His  stamp  of  approval 
upon  tithing  in  Matthew  23:23. 

Sometime  early  in  the  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1929,  my  wife  and  I  made  a  co¬ 
venant  with  the  Lord  that  we  would 
give  back  to  Him  at  least  one-tenth  of 
all  that  we  earned  in  life.  Throughout 
the  days  that  have  followed,  some  of 
which  were  thin  financially,  we  have 
kept  that  promise;  and  God  has  bles¬ 
sed  us  in  more  ways  than  we  can  possi¬ 
bly  enumerate. 

We  shall  restate  in  part  and  rear¬ 
range  that  what  we  had  written  in  an 
article  15  years  ago,  and  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  The  Baptist  Record  on  Oc¬ 
tober  29,  1964,  under  the  heading:  "Ten 
Reasons  Why  I  Tithe  .” 

First,  we  tithe  because  we  love  God 
for  who  He  is.  He  said  to  Moses,  “I  am 
that  I  am,"  meaning  that  He  was  self- 
existent.  He  does  not  have  to  depend 
upon  any  power  except  that  of  His  own. 
We  would  be  ingrates  not  to  love  one 
who  is  so  supreme  and  who  loves  us  so 
much. 

Second,  we  tithe  because  of  what 
God  has  done  far  us.  He  gave  His  only 
Son  that  we  might  have  eternal  life. 


What  love! 

Third,  we  tithe  because  it  is  God’s 
plan  of  finance  for  His  Kingdom.  He 
knew  the  best  and  fairest  plan  for 
everyone  to  follow. 

Fourth,  we  tithe  because  tithing 
brings  us  real  joy. 

Fifth,  we  tithe  because  our  church 
needs  it.  The  church  belongs  to  Christ 
who  said,  “Go  ye.” 

Sixth,  we  tithe  because  missions 
needs  it.  Millions  of  people  are  dying 
without  a  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
their  Savior,  and  it  is  primarily  be¬ 
cause  tens  of  thousands  of  Christians 
aren't  tithing. 

/  Seventh,  we  tithe  because  we  love  to 
have  the  blessings  of  God  poured  out 
upon  us.  That  doesn’t  mean  we  are 
selfish.  We  just  enjoy  being  blessed  of 
God 

Eighth,  we  tithe  because  it  is  the 
greatest  investment  we  can- make.  It 
pays  the  highest  dividends,  not  for  just 
four  or  five  years,  but  forever  and 
forever. 

Ninth,  we  tithe  because  of  the  safety 
of  our  treasure.  Jesus  said,  “Lay  not 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon 
earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  steal,  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither 
moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal  "  Matt  6:19-20 


Tenth,  we  tithe  because  we  do  not 
want  to  be  robbers.  If  we  owed  some¬ 
one  and  would  not  pay  them,  we  would 
be  thieves  and  robbers.  God  said, 
"Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  rob¬ 
bed  me.  But  ye  say,  wherein  have  we 
robbed  thee?  In  tithes  and  offerings. 
Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse ;  for  ye  have 
robbed  me,  even  this  whole  nation.” 
Mai.  3:8-9:  And  again,  “And  all  the 
tithe  of  the  land,  whether  of  the  seed  of 
the  land,  or  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  it  is 
the  Lord’s:  it  is  holy  unto  the  Lord.” 
Lev.  27:30. 

If  Christians  would  search  their 
hearts,  really  desiring  to  do  God’s  will 
in  the  matter  of  the  tithe,  they  would 
have  an  abundance  of  blessings 
poured  out  upon  them ;  and  they  could 
have  that  "peace  that  passeth  all  un¬ 
derstanding.” 

Iri  conclusion,  be  sure  you  tithe 
honestly.  Don’t  tithe  one  Sunday  then 
miss  services  and  not  make  it  up.  Be 
honest  with  God .  “U  pon  the  first  day  of 
the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by 
him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered 
him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when 
I  come.”  I  Cor.  16:2. 1  know  that  some 
people  don't  believe  this  passage  has 
any  reference  to  tithing,  but  Paul  was 
reminding  those  early  Christians  to 


A  TIMS  DEFINITELY  AND  DIVINELY  SET 
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'  SOD  NOW  COMMANDS  AIL  MEW  EVERYWHERE  TO  REPENT; 
BECAUSE  HE  HAS  APPOINTED  A  DAY,  IN  WHICH  HP  WILL 
JUDGE  THE  WORLD  IN  RI6HTEOLKNE45  BY  THAT  MAW 
WHOM  HE  HAS  ORDAINED;  WHEREOF  HE  HAG  GIVEN 
ASSURANCE  UNTO  ALLMEN;  IN  THAT  HE  HA*  RAIDED 
H IM  FROM  THE  DEAD-  *  ~  ACT’S /7: SO.  3/ 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

“Where  Your  Treasure  Is.  . 


A  couple  of  weeks  ago  W.D.  and  I  ate 
lunch  in  the  huge  oak-paneled  dining 
room  of  a  Scottish  castle  —  no,  not  in 
Scotland  —  in  Winchester,  Tenn. 

The  37  room  Hundred  Oaks  Castle 
has  been  added  to  the  National  Regis¬ 
ter  of  Historic  Sites.  Recently  it  was 
renovated  and  furnished  with  an¬ 
tiques.  In  the  story  of  its  construction 
in  1891  1  saw  a  parable. 

Arthur  Marks,  born  just  after  the 
Civil  War,  was  the  son  of  Albert 
Marks,  the  21st  governor  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  He  was  a  brilliant  young  man,  an 
orator  and  a  writer  of  stories  and 
poems. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Van¬ 
derbilt  and  the  University  of  the  South 
he  became  assistant  secretary  with 
the  Department  of  State  in 
Washington,  under  Grover  Cleveland?* 
In  1888  he  was  appointed  vice-consul 
with  the  American  Embassy  at  Lon¬ 
don.  While  in  Europe  he  visited  many 
castles;  they  captured  his  romantic 
imagination. 

In  London  he  married  Mary  Hunt, 
also  a  Tennessean,  who  was  studying 
in  England.  The  two  traveled  up  the 
Rhine  River  Valley  on  their  honey- 
,  moon.  1  ..  . 

«:  When  the.oouplO  returned  to  Tennes¬ 
see  they  took  up  residence  in*  large 
two-story  brick  home  in  Winchester 
which  was  owned  by  his  father,  and 


Marks  soon  began  construction  which 
would  turn  the  house  into  a  castle. 

Oak  trees  were  felled  to  panel  much 
of  the  interior.  A  Winchester  wood 
carver  did  much  of  the  paneling  and 
woodwork.  Red  clay  on  the  property 
went  into  handmade  bricks.  Battle¬ 
ment  towers,  turrets,  new  chimneys 
and  balconies  were  added  in  all  sorts  of 
places.  The  Southwest  wall  became  a 
perfect  miniature  castle  wall,  com¬ 
plete  with  watch  towers  at  the  corners, 
conical  roofs,  and  em battlements, 
lacking  only  a  draw-bridge  and  moat. 

The  magnificent  ballroom  had  a 
ceiling  40  feet  high.  The  library  was  a 
replica  of  the  one  in  Sir  Walter  Scott’s 
castle  in  Abbotsford,  Scotland. 

Marks  abandoned  the  practice  of 
law  to  live  the  life  of  an  English  coun¬ 
try  gentleman  and  devote  his  time  to 
his  dream.  When  the  castle  was  half 
finished,  Arthur’s  father  died.  The 
young  man’s  extravagance  and  inabil¬ 
ity  to  manage  money  soon  left  the  fam¬ 
ily  fortune  exhausted.  All  the  money 
gone,  construction  was  halted. 

The  next  year,  in  1892, '•Arthur  died  of 
typhoid  fever. 

Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth 
corrupt  i'btit’Hty  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  M  woven  . .  for  where  you 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be 
also  ( Matthew  6:19-21). 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


use  moral  discernment  within  our 
homes  to  counter  TV’s  moral  erosion. 
Such  movies  as  Flesh  and  Blood  make 
selective  TV  viewing  essential.  Chang¬ 
ing  the  TV  system  is  a  slow'process, 
but  it  can  be  changed.  Let  Christians 
make  certain  that  viewers  are  no 
longer  victimized  by  TV. 

Harry  N.  Hollis,  Jr.  is  associate 
executive  director  and  director  of  fam¬ 
ily  and  special  moral  concerns  for  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Why  “Flesh  and  Blood”? 

Editor: 

Here  I  am  writing  another  letter,  but 
things  seem  to  be  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  Back  during  the  furor  over  the 
TV  series  SOAP,  I  wrote  the  Baptist 
Record  and  challenged  broadcasters 
to  clean  up  their  act.  No  one  has! 

Now,  the  public  airways  reach  a  new 
low.  On  Oct.  14  and  16,  a  CBS  special 
called  FLESH  AND  BLOOD  will  be 
telecast.  The  theme  of  this  special  is 
incest.  Although  CBS  has  cut  out  sev¬ 
eral  scenes,  even  Newsweek  in  a  re¬ 
cent  article  says  that  the  theme  comes 
through  clearly  and  makes  SOAP 
seem  like  a  tea-party. 

First  .  .  .  don’t  watch  this  program 
for  ANY  reason  and  do  not  let  any 
member  of  your  family  watch  it,  un¬ 
less  you  want  them  exposed  to  incest. 
Secondly,  Christians  can  express 
themselves  to  any  television  station 
which  carries  the  program. 

You  probably  haven’t  heard  much 
about  this  program  because  CBS  is 
trying  to  sneak  it  to  you  on  a  Sunday 
night,  no  less.  , 

Just  as  ignoring  problems  won’t 
make  them  go  away,  if  we  ignore  such 
programs,  then  the  networks  will 
broadcast  more  and  more  such  gar¬ 
bage  on  what  are  called  the  public  air¬ 
ways.  Stand  up  and  be  counted!  Let 
somebody  know  how  you  feel! 

Jack  Cochran 

Minister  of  Music  and  Youth 
Poplar  Springs  Church 
Meridian 

Network  executives  keep  insisting 
they  want  to  deal  with  life  as  it  is.  It 
seems  to  me  they  have  a  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  try  to  make  life  better,  and 
they  are  not  only  ignoring  it— they  are 
moving  in  the  opposite  direction. 
NEWSWEEK  asks  if  a  pressure  group 
protesting  such  programming  (such 
as  Don  WUdmon’s  National  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Decency,  based  at  Tupelo)  is  a 
legitimate  vehicle  of  viewer  protest  or 
a  “threat  to  the  viewing  rights  of 
others."  Leo  Rich,  a  TV  producer 
says  Wildmon’s  tactics  of  trying  to 
scare  the  advertisers  is  blackmail  and 
a  “violation  of  everybody’s  First 
Amendment  rights.”  That  is  rubbish. 
Anytime  that  TV  crowd  tries  to  send 
their  trash  into  my  living  room,  I  have 
a  right  and  even  a  responsibility  to 
protest  it  any  way  I  can.  I  don’t  know 
much  about  the  TV  movie,  "Flesh  and 


lay  by  in  store  the  tithe  as  God  had  Blood”:  but  I  can  say  rate^^toX 
prospered  them  just  as  Malachi  was  that  it  has  no  business  beXowT« 
say  ing.  “Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  television.  It  is  a  fact  thatthe  ainra™ 
storehouse."  beloagto  the  public.  TV  has  tried  to  get 


that  changed  and  has  failed,  therefore 
I  call  on  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  to  police  the  airways  and 
do  away  with  this  kind  of  program¬ 
ming.  Perhaps  we  need  to  insist  on 
licenses  for  the  networks.  TV  would  be 
smart  to  police  itself  and  rid  itself  of 
such  junk.  Advertisers  would  be  smart 
to  avoid  iL  And  if  we  want  to  avoid  the 
products  of  advertisers  who  promote 
this  mess,  then  we  have  every  right  to 
do  so.— Editor 


Petition  For  CBS 

Editor: 

Please  read  the  enclosed  clippi 
from  our  local  paper,  The  Union  > 
peal.  After  reading  the  same  I  pray 
fully  ask  you  let  this  subject  be  kno 
to  Mississippi  Southern  Baptists  in  T 
Baptist  Record. 

Being  the  father  of ‘three  small  d 
dren  I  am  deeply  concerned  about  tl 
and  many  other  programs  present 
on  T.V.  Your  editorials  reveal  yc 
feelings.  Please  permit  me  to  say  G 
Bless  you  and  your  staff. 

John  3:16  comes  to  my  mind  a* 
write  this  request.  Being  a  bom-agi 
believer  of  the  teachings  of  the  N( 
Testament,  the  Lord  has  laid  it  on  r 
heart  to  make  this  request  known 
you. 

I  am  a  member  of  Pine  Grove  Bt 
tist  Church.  The  Neshoba  County  / 
sociation. 

The  clipping  referred  to  is  in  t 
form  of  a  petition  to  CBS-TV.  It  rem 
“We,  the  undersigned,  wish  to  strong 
express  our  disapproval  of  your  pla 
to  air  the  movie  based  on  the  ince 
condoning  book,  ‘Flesh  and  Blood.’  1 
understand  the  book  has  one  see 
where  the  mother  and  son  have  th< 
first  encounter  on  a  Christmas  di 
Not  wishing  to  refer  to  each  other 
mother  and  son,  the  mother  suggei 
they  call  each  other  Mary  ai 

Joseph.  ’  We  detest  CBS  promoting  tl 
type  immorality  and  promise  to  1 
frain  from  watching  CBS  during  t 
entire  month  of  November  when  t 
national  ratings  are  done,  and  to  1 
coni  that  action  in  any  viewing  dia 
we  are  asked  to  keep,  thus  putting  la 
practice  the  expression  of  our  displc 
sure.  We  further  ask  CBS  to  si 
sexploitation  programming  and  to  1 
Programs  which  are  dean,  constrv 
j|ve,  wholesome,  and  family  oris 

The  suggested  addressee  is  WilUa 
S.  Paley,  CBS,  lac.,  51  W.  52nd.  S 
New  York,  N.  Y.  16619.  —  Editor 


il 
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Jackson  Countians  Find 
Missions  May  Involve 
Hammers  And  Pliers 


By  Zeb  Brister,  Pascagoula 

Twenty  Jackson  County  Baptists 
found  first  hand  recently  that  modern 
missions  may  involve  hammers, 
wrenches,  pliers,  and  sanders,  and 
even  shovels  and  jack  hammers. 

A  crew  of  four  women  and  16  men 
flew  to  Coronado,  Calif.,  July  19  for 
seven  long,  tiring  working  days  to  aid 
in  changing  a  lumber  yard  office  and 
warehouse  into  a  church  building. 

The  mission,  sponsored  by  Jackson 
County  Association's  Brotherhood  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  with  spe¬ 
cial  offering  from  nine  churches,  ena¬ 
bled  the  Coronado  Baptist  Church,  on 
Coronado  Island  (actually  a  penin¬ 
sula),  across  the  harbor  from  San 
Diego’s  downtown,  to  move  toward  the 
completion  of  a  building  renovation 
and  addition  project  to  provide  an  at¬ 
tractive  and  serviceable  building  for 
those  whom  the  church  is  striving  to 
reach. 

Carpenters,  plumbers,  and  electri¬ 
cians  were  among  the  20.  The  women 
refinished  church  pews,  and  three  men 
spent  almost  half  their  work  hours 
digging  ditches  for  sewer  lines  and 
electrical  conduit. 

Four  preachers  in  the  group 
preached  ane  or  more  sermons  each, 
but  their  main  task  for  the  seven  work 
days  developed  blisters  and  sore  mus¬ 
cles.  A  minister  of,  education  and  a 
raih^^nusic-sere  in  the  group. 

Estimates  on  the  value  of  the  labor 
given  by  the  group  ranged  up  to  $12,000 
or  more,  calculating  on  the  equivalent 
in  California  skilled  labor  wages. 

Few  people  in  Coronado,  one  of  the 
most  delightful  places  in  the  world  to 
live,  are  interested  in  Christianity  or 
any  other  religion.  With  real  estate 
soaring  in  price  (the  equivalent  of  a 
$50,000  home  in  Mississippi  selling 


readUy  for  $250,000  to  $300,000  there ) ,  a 
small  congregation  finds  it  impossible 
to  provide  adequate  facilities  for 
reaching  a  pagan  population. 

Only  with  a  supplement  from  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  and  with  the  aid 
given  by  the  Mississippi  group,  could  it 
be  done.  James  Roamer,  pastor  of  the 
Coronado  Church,  whose  salary  is  paid 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board,  is  su¬ 
perbly  equipped  through  experience 
and  education  to  minister  in  that  area. 
He  was  formerly  a  military  lawyer 
and  is  now  active  in  the  reserves,  and 
many  Coronado  residents  are  military 
people,  many  home  owners  being  re¬ 
tired  admirals  and  commanders,  gen¬ 
erals  and  colonels. 

For  years  (Roamer  has  been  there 
eight  years),  the  church  has  used  the 
converted  lumber  yard,  with  a 
minimum  of  renovation,  not  only  for 
Sunday  services  but  also  for  a  people¬ 
serving  day  care  ministry.  The  more 
attractive  and  adequate  building  will 
greatly  enhance  the  ministry  of  the 
church. 

The  twenty  making  up  the  task  force 
from  Jackson  County  were,  in  al¬ 
phabetical  order  and  identified  by 
church  affiliation:  Bill  Bailey.  Griffin 
Street;  James  Bout  well,  Wade;  Mr.  ? 
and  Mrs.  Latrell  Brewer,  Moss  Point 
First;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeb  Brister,  Un-  "8 
^•iSy V  •  r.tow  •iwtfct'PwteWsTr  Doug 
Coulter,  Pascagoula  First;  Claude 
Crysell,  Ocean  Springs  1st;  Larry 
Darden,  Helena  First;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Gavin,  Emmanuel;  Mr  and  Mrs. 
Bob  Gray  and  David,  Pascagoula 
First;  Jerry  Herndon,  Wade;  Roy 
Phillips,  Ocean  Springs  First;  Cecil 
Walters,  Covington  Assn. ;  Walter  Lee 
Waltman,  Wade;  Rogert  Wiggins. 
Parkway. 


Homecomings 

Pleasant  Home  Church,  Laurel,  will 
celebrate  homecoming  day  on  Sunosy- 
Oct.  IL  The  roll  will  be  called  at  li 
a  m.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  tne 
grounds  at  12.  Speakers  at  the  L** 
p  m.  service  will  be  former  members. 
Wendell  Gavin,  Joe  Mauldin,  and  Hol¬ 
lis  Ishee.  .. 

Homecoming  services  will  actually! 
begin  on  Saturday,  Oct.  20,  with  an 
old-faahioned  sing  from  7  to  9  p  m.  at 
the  church. 

New  Hope  Church,  Mooticello 

(Lawrence)  will  observe  homecoming 
Sunday.  Oct.  14.  The  services  will 
begin  at  10  o’clock  with  Sunday  School . 

Harold  Bethune,  a  former  pastor, 
will  speak  at  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  at  11.  . 

Lunch  will  be  served  by  women  of 
the  church. 

The  afternoon  service  will  be  one  of 

Singing  :  •.  oil 

Drew  Blanton,  pastor,  invites  all 
former  members  and  friends. 


Mount  Vernon  Church,  Leflore 
County,  will  have  homecoming  day 
Oct.  14.  Melvin  Winters  will  deliver  the 
message  for  the  11  a.m.  service.  Lunch 
will  be  served  at  the  church.  The  Chal¬ 
lengers  will  present  special  music  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  singing.  Larry 
Chauccoli  is  the  pastor. 

Jayess  Church  will  celebrate 
Homecoming  Day  on  Oct.  21.  The  day 
will  be  a  special  event  for  those  who 
have  had  part  in  constructing  the  pre¬ 
sent  church  building. 

Fred  Fowler,  pastor  of  Southside 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  will  be  guest 
speaker  during  the  morning  service. 
Fowler  was  pastor  of  Jayess,  1962-64. 
During  his  tenure  the  church  began  a 
building  fund. 

The  day’s  events  will  begin  with 
Sunday  School  at  9:45.  Following  will 
be  the  morning  service  at  11.  Lunch 
will  be  served.  The  afternoon  service 
will  include  special  singing  by  various 
groups  and  a  note  burning  ceremony 
involving  Fowler,  Bobby  Speights, 
under  whose  leadership  the  building 
was  constructed,  and  the  present  pas¬ 
tor,  Mike  Mitchell,  under  whose  lead¬ 
ership  the  building  indebtedness  was 
paid. 

The  pastor  states  that  all  former 
members,  pastors  and  the  public  are 
invited  to  attend. 


Revival  Dates 

^Caaseyville,  Meridian:  Octobalft 
14-19;  James  Fancher,  full  tittj£ 

MUPgBliii,  /irhtira.  preaching;  MH 

and  Marsha  Betts,  Memphis,  T«n? 
guest  rfhisic  evangelists;  Sunday* 
vices  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  and  Dinner  on 
the  ground  at  noon ;  weekday  at  1 1  a  m. 
and  7:30  p.m.;  Ron  Mercer,  pastor. 

Peoples  Church  (Tippah):  Oct. 
14-19;  Jimmy  Russell,  Jericho  Church, 
evangelist;  Randy  Isbell,  pastor; 
Malcolm  Lindsey,  music  director. 


Dao,  21,  Escapes  Thai  Pirates 
On  Vietnamese  Refugee  Boat 


By  John  Rutledge 

DALLAS  (BP)  -  The  skull  and 
cross  bones  flag  of  the  Thai  pirates  has 
been  a  harbinger  of  death  to  thousands 
of  Vietnamese  boat  people  fleeing 
their  country. 

But  for  Dao  Que  Huong,  a 
21-year-old  refugee  now  living  in  Dal¬ 
las  and  attending  East  Grand  Baptist 
Church,  it  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
renewal  of  her  faith,  and  ultimately  a 
“miracle”  of  deliverance 

In  a  scene  experienced  by  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  refugees,  her  family 
departed  Vietnam  among  437  persons 
jammed  into  a  boat  designed  for  only 

Ml  i 

On  the  third  day,  pirates,  who  make 
a  lucrative  business  of  plundering  the 
steady  stream  of  refugees  from  Viet¬ 
nam.  boarded  the  ship.  They  stabbed 
the  captain,  ransacked  the  boat  look¬ 
ing  for  hidden  gold  or  valuables,  and 
then  left.  The  refugee  boat  was 
boarded  three  more  times  that  day  by 
different  pirate  ships,  four  times  the 
next  day  and  four  times  the  day  after, 
Dao  said. 

"We  were  exhausted.  There  was  no 
food,  and  no  oil  or  water  on  the  boat. 
They  had  poured  it  all  out  looking  for 
gold.”  she  said.  “Our  bodies  were 
dry.” 

Each  successive  wave  of  pirates  was 
angrier  than  the  one  before,  because 
there  was  less  to  be  found  that  was 
valuable.  Boards  and  planks  were  rip¬ 
ped  up  searching  for  money,  and  the 
boat  began  to  leak. 

“On  May  5  two  cruel  pirate  boats 
came  alongside,”  Dao  said.  “They 
took  everyone  onto  their  boats  and 
searched,  but  found  nothing  to  take. 

“So  they  decided  to  take  16  of  the 
young  girls.”  Dao  buried  her  face  in 
her  hands  as  she  recalled  that  day. 
“We  beard  the  screaming  of  the  girls 
they  had  taken  to  the  other  boat.  When 
they  returned,  they  did  not  look  like 
human  beings.” 

All  seemed  lost  for  the  refugees, 
“but  a  miracle  happened,"  Dao  said 

For  a  reason  she  cannot  explain, 
Dao  was  “moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
pray  publicly  for  the  whole  boat.  Nor¬ 
mally  a  shy  girl  and  not  given  to  wit¬ 
nessing  since  her  conversion  at  age  12, 


Dao  knelt  down  in  the  refugee  boat. 

“I  wanted  them  to  become  Christ¬ 
ians  before  they  died,”  she  explained. 

Her  mother  warned  her  that  she 
would  draw  attention  to  herself  by  the 
action.  Earlier  she  had  attempted  to 
make  her  attractive  face  ugly,  and  had 
escaped  the  attention  of  the 
pirates.“But  I  felt  I  should  pray  and 
tell  them  about  Christ.  I  told  them  that 
God  can  give  you  the  things  that  are 
more  precious  than  what  you  are  look¬ 
ing  for.  We  may  not  attain  what  we 
seek  for,  but  we  can  receive  him,”  she 
said. 

She  then  began  singing  a  Viet¬ 
namese  gospel  song,  “The  Lord  is  my 
shepherd,  I  have  peace  in  him." 

One  pirate  pulled  a  pistol  and  aimed 
it  at  her  head,  but  she  continued  to 
sing.  Although  the  Thais  did  not  under¬ 
stand  the  Vietnamese  words,  they 
liked  her  voice.  When  she  stopped  sing¬ 
ing,  they  aimed  a  pistol  at  her  head 
again,  but  this  time  to  make  her  con¬ 
tinue. 

“As  they  listened  to  the  music,  their 
temperament  became  calm,”  she 
said. 

They  took  her  into  the  cabin  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  captain  of  the  pirate  vessel. 
He  offered  her  some  “medicine”  to 
“make  her  feel  better,”  apparently 
drugs,  but  she  indicated  to  him  that 
she  didn’t  want  any  and  that  she  had  to 
return  to  the  boat  to  take  care  of  her 
son  ( although  shedoes  not  have  a  son). 

“All  the  time,  I  was  praying  that  God 
would  deliver  me  from  being 
ashamed.” 

Instead  of  using  force  to  overcome 
her,  they  allowed  her  to  return  to  the 
refugee  boat.  But  they  warned  her  the 
boat  was  sinking  and  that  she  would 
die.  “1  told  them  I  wanted  to  die  with 
all  those  people,”  she  said. 

The  next  day,  the  pirates  organized 
a  funeral  service  for  the  refugees. 

“They  took  all  our  names  and  played 
funeral  music.  They  tied  white  ban¬ 
dages  around  our  heads  and  then 
began  towing  the  boat  as  fast  as  they 
could  out  into  the  ocean,”  Dao  ex¬ 
plained. 

After  being  towed  all  night,  the  boat 
began  to  break  up.  The  pirates 
boarded  again  and  started  chopping  it 


apart  with  axes. 

But  a  lookout  spotted  a  large  ship 
approaching;  and,  in  a  moment,  the 
pirates  had  gone.  Dao  said  when  the 
refugees  saw  the  ship’s  name,  the  U.S. 
Frigate  Robert  Perry,  “We  felt  as  if 
we  were  removed  from  hell  to 
heaven.” 

The  refugees  were  given  medical  at¬ 
tention,  food  and  water,  but  nothing 
could  be  done  to  fix  the  engine.  So  the 
ship  began  to  tow  the  refugees.  Five 
Thai  fishing  boats  appeared ,  waiting  to 
rob  the  refugees  if  the  U.S.  ship  left. 

When  they  began  following  too  close, 
the  U.S.  ship  fired  on  them,  scaring 
them  off. 

Dao  was  transferred  to  an  aircraft 
carrier,  and  then  to  a  refugee  camp  in 
Thailand.  Because  of  the  U.S.  in¬ 
volvement  in  their  rescue,  the  re¬ 
fugees  were  allowed  into  the  United 
States  in  two  months.  She  arrived  in 
Dallas  to  meet  her  relatives  July  9. 

Only  about  two  percent  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches  nationally  are  in¬ 
volved  in  refugee  sponsorship  through 
the  SBC  Home  Mission  Board.  Gene 
Tunnell,  refugee  settlement  coor¬ 
dinator  at  the  board,  said  Washington. 
Oklahoma  and  Texas  are  the  states 
where  Baptists  are  doing  the  most. 

First  Baptist  Church  in  Lacey, 
Wash.,  a  congregation  of  about  150,  is 
working  with  200  refugees,  most  of 
which  it  sponsored.  Enon  Association 
in  Ardmore,  Okla.,  has  sponsored  over 
100.  First  Baptist  Church,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  has  a  goal  to  sponsor  50  more 
families  in  the  next  few  months. 

Southern  Baptist  response  is  in¬ 
creasing.  Tunnell  said  that  in  1977  his 
office  guaranteed  settlement  for  75  re¬ 
fugees.  In  1978  that  number  increased 
to  168  but  the  1979total  by  Aug.  21  was 
1,122. 

He  said  as  many  or  more  individuals 
sponsor  refugees  as  do  churches.  One- 
fourth  to  one-third  of  the  sponsors  are 
refugees  who  are  in  turn  sponsoring 
others.  In  April,  five  Florida  churches, 
composed  mainly  of  Cuban  refugees, 
sponsored  Vietnamese  refugees. 

<  Rutledge  u  on  the  staff  of  the  T  exat 
Baptitt  Standard.) 


Baptist  Help  In  Nicaragua 
Significant,  Survey  Shows 


By  Jennifer  Anderson 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  have  made  a  “sig¬ 
nificant  contribution”  toward  re¬ 
habilitation  in  Nicaragua,  but  their 
largest  undertaking  is  yet  to  come, 
says  an  official  of  the  denomination’s 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Following  a  four-day  survey  of  the 
strife-tom  country,  John  R.  Cheyne, 
associate  consultant  for  relief  minis¬ 
tries,  said  the  emergency  allocation  in 
June  of  $20,000  for  hunger  relief  made 
a  valuable  contribution. 

But,  he  noted,  the  “major  undertak¬ 
ing  of  Southern  Baptists”  will  be  a 
$30,000  allotment  to  recommended  at 
the  October  board  meeting  to  help  set 
up  employment  programs. 

“Unemployment  is  the  most  serious 
problem  in  the  country  right  now,” 
said  Cheyne.  He  emphasized,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  “country  has  made  a 
fantastic  beginning  in  recovery  ef¬ 
forts”  since  open  conflict  ended. 

For  more  than  a  year  Nicaragua 
was  tom  by  internal  conflict  between 
national  guard  forces  of  President 


Anastasio  Somoza  Jr.  and  the  San- 
dinista  National  Liberation  Front, 
which  took  control  in  July  after 
Somoza  fled  the  country. 

Cheyne  said,  “One  of  the  best  or¬ 
ganized  relief  programs  I’ve  seen”  is 
being  formed.  He  commended  the 
Baptist  Conventioh  of  Nicaragua  for 
its  community  development  program 
through  which  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Nicaragua  have  been 
working. 

“What  Southern  Baptists  have  done 
may  have  contributed  more  to 
Nicaragua  than  anything  they’ve  ever 
done  before,”  said  Stanley  D.  Stamps, 
veteran  missionary  to  Nicaragua. 
Stamps,  along  with  others,  left  the 
counti7  in  June  when  civi^sffife  esca¬ 
lated.  He  has  returned  to  resume  his 
job  in  literature  ministry  ajidgiye  as¬ 
sistance  in  rebuilding  effort^!,  He  said 
his  literature  ministry  is  building  up 
rapidly  again. 

The  $20,000  allocation  has  brought 
food  to  2,500  people,  provided  150 
families  with  loans  of  up  to  $500  for 
housing  repair,  and  helped  people  re¬ 


place  household  goods*/  purchase 
medicines,  restart  small  businesses 
and  receive  basic  food  subsidy  during 
unemployment,  Cheyne  said. 

He  noted  the  major  portion  of  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  national  convention  has 
come  from  the  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  U.S. A.,  Inc.;  the  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance,  Mexican  Baptists 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 

“A  spiritof  almost  jubilation”  exists 
among  the  people,  added  Cheyne.  But 
he  said  there’s  still  a  desperate  need 
for  medicine  in  the  country.  The  new 
government  is  “giving  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  taking  a  middle-of-the-road 
stance  (and)  welcomes  assistance  of 
groups  from  North  America,  like 
Southern  Baptists,”  he  added. 

Cheyne  visited  six  of  the  country’s 
major  cities  and  said  up  to  50  percent 
of  the  property  in  each  city  has  been 
destroyed,  affecting  both  industry  and 
local  commerce  severely.  “But,”  he 
said,  “things  are  coming  back 
rapidly.” 


Vins  Tells  German  Baptists 


Many  Died  in  Prison  Rather  Than 
Limit  Their  Christian  Witness 


BAD  HOMBURG,  Germany  -  At 
the  invitation  of  the  German  Baptist 
Union,  about  25  persons  gathered  here 
recently  at  the  Union  headquarters  for 
a  press  conference  with  Georgi  Vins, 
exiled  leader  of  Reform  Baptists  in  the 
USSR.  Most  participants  represented 
the  religious  press. 

After  an  introduction  of  pastor  Vins 
by  Gunter  Wieske,  the  interpreter 
read  Job  42:2  as  a  theme  verse  for  a 
summary  statement  by  Vins  of  his 
career  as  a  religious  leaders  in  USSR. 
Vins  mentioned  his  conversion  at  17 
and  the  trials  he  had  faced  in  refusing 
to  cooperate  with  the  government.  He 
spoke  briefly  about  the  beliefs  and  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Council  of  Churches  of 
Evangelicals  and  Baptists,  which  he 
heads. 

Vins’  mother,  Lidia,  was  also  pre¬ 
sent  and  was  recognized  as  leader  of 
the  Council  of  Prisoners'  Relatives  for 
aJMmelical  Chris tiai#  an*  Baptists 
That  group  informs  believers  about 
^MOMfeMiion  all  over  the  couattpi  acts 
^at  fogai  representative  for  Christian 
nTtfMNPH  to  the  authdMMhnd  tiles 
to  help  prisoners  in  material  ways. 

A  two-part  question  came  firtt: 
“Why  is  registration  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  considered  wrong  by  your  group, 
and  what  are  the  relationships  bet¬ 
ween  your  group  and  the  All-Union 
Council  of  Evangelical  Christians- 
Baptists?” 

Vins  pointed  out  that  since  all  power 
in  his  country  was  in  atheist  hands, 
thousands  of  evangelicals  had  been 
arrested  and  many  had  died  in  prisons 
for  disobeying  regulations  that  limited 
their  Christian  witness.  In  the  last  30 
years  prison  terms  and  various  kinds 
of  persecution  have  continued. 

In  1960  the  All-Union  Council,  which 
is  recognized  by  the  government,  sent 
out  “Letters  of  Instruction”  to  all  Rus¬ 
sian  Baptist  churches  listing  certain 
new  restrictions.  Some  Baptist 
churches  decided  they  could  not  obey 
four  of  them:  that  children  could  not 
attend  worship  services,  that  baptism 
of  persons  18-30  years  of  age  must  be 
limited,  that  evangelistic  preaching 
must  be  discouraged,  and  that  the 
selection  of  chief  officers  of  the  church 
must  be  approved  by  the  government. 

Russian  Baptists  began  to  divide 
along  this  line  until  in  1965  the  dissent¬ 
ing  Baptist  group  became  known  as 
the  Council  of  Churches  of  Evangelical 
Christians  and  Baptists.  Vins  said  this 
group  has  about  1,500  congregations 
with  about  70,000  members.  The  All- 
Union  Council  includes  about  5,000 
churches  and  abput  500,000  members. 
Most  members  of  the  Reform  group 
are  young  people,  Vins  said,  with 
about  15  percent  in  that  age  range  in 
the  All-Union  Council  churches. 

To  be  recognized  by  the  govern¬ 
ment,  churches  must  promise  to  ob¬ 
serve  all  regulations.  Vins  and  the  Re¬ 
form  Baptist  group  affirm  three  prin¬ 
ciples  as  so  important  that  they  will 
endure  prison  to  preserve  them:  (1) 
total  freedom  of  conscience  and  the 
priesthood  of  believers,  (2)  complete 
separation  of  church  and  state,  and  (3) 
freedom  to  preach  the  gospel  as  the 
main  purpose  of  the  church.  Although 
Vins  and  other  pastors  and  leaders 
have  worked  illegally,  and  publishing 
is  being  done  secretly,  worship  ser¬ 
vices  are  open  meetings  in  homes  and 
in  the  woods.  “We  are  not  under¬ 
ground,”  Vins  said;  “everyone  knows 
where  we  meet.” 

But  according  to  Vins,  persecution 
has  been  real.  Within  the  last  several 
years  a  number  of  Baptists  have  died 
from  torture  in  prison,  he  said.  Others, 
like  Vins,  have  been  imprisoned, 
fined,  and  frequently  interrogated. 
Christian  weddings  and  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  have  been  invaded  by  local  police, 
church  members  have  been  fined,  and 
publications  have  been  confiscated. 
“Much  of  this  would  stop  if  our  Baptist 
leaders  would  agree  to  cooperate  with 
the  KGB.”  Vins  said. 


At  least  half  of  the  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  raised  questions.  One  of  them 
repeated  the  question  about  relations 
between  Reform  Baptists  and  the 
All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists.  Vins  responded 
that  since  many  leaders  in  the  AU- 
CECB  were  influenced  or  controlled 
by  the  KGB,  activities  of  the  Reform 
Baptists  had  been  reported  to  the 
police  when  members  of  the  two  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  had  met  together. 

What  had  been  his  impressions  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  West  since  his  departure 
from  Russia,  Vins  was  asked.  “It  is  too 
early  for  me  to  evaluate  the  West,”  he 
responded.  “I  have  seen  many  good 
things.  Perhaps  what  has  been  hap¬ 
pening  in  Russia  will  help  young 
people  in  the  West  in  their  religious 
loyalty.  In  Russia  atheism  and  religion 
are  definitely  separated,  but  here 
things  are  somewhat  gray.” 

•mi, Softer  quesl^oqr.flnqirtton^nthe 
(act  that  the  tensions  between  the  two 
evangelical  and  Baptist  groups  in 
Russia  have  been  introducedinto  West 
Germany  by 


asked  Vins  why  this  would  be  so.  He 
gave  no  definite  answer  but  said, 
“Some  could  have  been  introduced  by 
the  KGB,  or  perhaps  old  traditions  are 
still  strong.” 

After  lunch  the  representatives  of 
the  German  Baptist  Union  indicated 
strongly  that  they  were  concerned 
about  the  reconciliation  of  both 
groups,  not  only  within  the  USSR,  but 
also  within  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany. 

Gerhard  Claas,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Baptist  World  Al¬ 
liance,  stated  to  the  Press  Service  that 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  one-sided 
presentation  of  Vins  and  that  he  would 
“love  to  see  both  groups  reconciled 
and  united  again.”  To  his  mind,  one 
should  never  speak  of  a  “saving”  and  a 
“non-saving”  church,  as  has  been 
done  by  dissident  Baptists  in  the  past. 
“The  Baptist  World  Alliance  is  con- 

but  at  the  same  time  it  will  continueits 
warm  fellowship  and  good  cooperation 
with  the  AU-Union  Council  of*  Evangri- 

.,jqqj^hPi6tian%jB9pgipMl4V'i9R  levivn 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Oct.  15-19  Mississippi  Senior  Adult  Chautauqua,  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference 
Center  (CT  Emphasis) 

Oct.  15-10  GA/MF  Specialty  Workshops  (WMU) 

15  —  FBC,  Senatobia,  9:30-12:00/FBC,  Tupelo,  7-9  p.m. 

16  —  FBC,  Kosciusko,  9:30-12:00/Broadmoor,  Jackson,  7-9  p.m. 

17  —  Broadrrtoor.  Jackson.  9:30-12:00 

18  —  FBC,  Columbia,  9:30-12:00/Temple,  Hattiesburg,  7-9  p.m. 

19 -FBC,  Biloxi,  9:30-12:00 

Oct.  19-20  Pastor-Songleader Retreat, FBC, Natchez, 6:30p.m.,  19th-Noon, 20th 
(CM)  .  > 

Oct.  19-20  BYW Retreat, Camp Garaywa, Clinton, 6:00p.m.,  19th-4 :00p.m. 20th 
(WMU) 


YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Crystal  Springs,  Mississippi 

777 

OLD  FASHIONED 
HOMECOMING 

Sunday,  October  Iff;  1979 

Former  Pastors  To  Be  Present 
Dr.  Joe  T.  Odle 
Rev.  M.  D.  Morton 
Rev.  A.  Estus  Mason 
All  Former  Staff  Members  Have  Been  Invited 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  —  9:45  A.M. 
Auditorium  Sunday  School  Class  will  be 
taught  by  Dr.  McCullar  for  all  guests. 
WORSHIP  SERVICE  —  11:00  A.M. 
DINNER  ON  THE  GROUND  —  12:00  Noon 
OLD  FASHIONED  SINGING  —  1:30  P.M. 

Including  Girls'  Octette  -  Mrs.  Laverne  Russum  Laurier,  Director 

PLAN  TO  COME  AND  CELEBRATE 
VICTORY  IN  JESUS! 

Dr.  L.  Wayne  McCullar,  Pastor 
Mr.  James  Beasley,  Minister  of  Music 
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Missionary  Union  Special  Day  Gifts  Reach  $34,800.86 

r  .. 

January  1,  1979  through  September  30,  1979,  461  Churches  Participating 
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PLEASANT  RIDGE 


50.  oc  HUMPHREY 

10.00  FBC  BCLZONI 
68.00  FBC  I SOL A 
128.00 


LEBANON 

BEACON 
CARTERVILLE 
01  XI E 

FBC  HATTIESBURG 
FBC  PETAL 
MACEDONIA 
MA IN  ST 
NINETEENTH  AVE 
NORTH  31  ST  AVE 
PETAL  HARVEY 
PINE  VI EW 

TEMPLE  HATTIE SBU 
TEMPLE  PETAL 
THIRTY  EIGHT  AVE 


WAYNE 

FBC  CLARA 
FBC  STATE  LINE 
FBC  WAYNESBORO 
MT  ZION 
PLEASANT  GRV 
RIVERSIDE 
STRENGTHFORD 
TRINITY 


SCOTT 

BETHLEHEM 

BRANCH 

CALVARY 

FBC  LAKE 

FOREST 

HARPERVILLE 

LIBERTY 

LUOLOW 


CHOCTAW 

ACKERMAN 
CHESTER 
FELLOWSHIP 
NT  PISGAH 
WEIR 


ITAWAMBA 

119.00  FBC  FULTON 
20.00 
25.00 

12.00  JACKSON 

22.00  E  MOSS  PCINT 
198.00  FBC  PASCAGOULA 
FOUR  MILE  CRK 
GRIFFIN  SI 

15.00 

30.00 

100.00  JASPER 

159.75  bay  SPGS 
*i-oo  i  Fellowship  at 

13*. 03  LAKE  COPC 
12.00  MONTROSE 

26m  00 

50.00  , 


CLARKE 

CENTER  RIOGE 

DE  SOTO 

ENTERPRISE 

FBC  OUITPAK 

fBC  STONEWRtt  wu  ■al 

PACHUT  A 

PINE  HILL 

$  HU  BUT  A 

SOUENLCV I £ 

HBi  iea  tfl# 


WINSTON 

BETHEL 
CALVARY 
E  LOUISVILLE 
FBC  LOUISVILLE 
MURPHY  CRK 
NO  XA  PA  TER 
OdTON  RIOGE 


10.09 

57.00 

20.00 

2*3.00 

19.55 

95.00 

96i00 

5*0.6* 


SHARKEY-JSSAQUENA 

CARY 

FBC  ANGUILLA 
FBC  ROLLING  FORK 
VALLEY  PARK 

SIMPSON  , 

0  LO 

FBC  MAGEE 

FBC  MENDENHALL 

PINOLA 


BELOEN 

•  ai  ssett 

CALVARY  TUPELO 
I  F*C-.8*U*YN 
FBC  SHANNON 
FBC  TUPELO 
HARRI S6URG 
PLANTERSVILLE 
PRICEVILLE 
SALTILLO 
SHFRMAN 
VERONA  FBC 


YALOBUSHA 

OtTHEL 

FBC  COFFEEVILLE 
EBC  WATER  VALLEY 
OAKLANO 
TILIATOBA 


CLAY 

CALVARY 

ENON 

EBC  WEST  PCINT 
SILOAM 


2*.  55 

29.55  SMITH 

FBC  POLKVILLE 
FBC  TAYLORSVILLE 

31.30 

*6.00 

96.oo  SUNFLOWER 

70.00  fbc  INOIANGL A 

2*3.00  FBC  INVERNESS 

MOOR HE AO 
SEC  INOIANCLA 
109.50  SUNFLOWER 
56.50  W  OREW 
*1.25 
39.00 

65.00  TALLAHATCHIE 

311.25  FBC  CHARLESTON 
EBC  SUMNER 
PAUL 
PAYNES 
SPRING  HILL 

27.00 

10.00 

TATE 

33.30  IAIE 

188.00  ARKABUTL A 

56.00  EVANSVILLE 

,  00  EBC  SENATOBIA 

150.00  MT  ZION 

*6.50  STRAYHORN 

*85.85 


JONES 

FBC  ELLISVILLE 

FBC  LAUREL 

GLAOE 

GRACE 

HARMONY 

HIGHLAND 

INDIAN  SPGS 

MAGNCLI A  ST 

MOSELLE  HEM 

PINE  GRV 

PLAINWAV 

SANO  HILL 

SANOERSVILLE 

SEC  AVENUE 

TUCKERS  CROSSING 


YAZOO 

ANOING 

BENTONIA 

BLACKJACK 

CALVARY 

CENTER  RIDGE 

EOEN 

FBC  VAZOC  CITY 
HEBRON 
ROCKY  SPGS 
TINSLEY 


COPIAH 

COUNTY  LINE 
FBC  CRYSTAL  SPGS 
FBC  MAZLEHURST 
HARMONY 
NEW  ZION 
SPRING  HILL 
STRONG  HOPE 
WESSON 


LEFLORE 

FBC  GREENMCOO 

IMMANUEL 
MORGAN  CITY 
N  GREENWOOD 
SIOON 


COVINGTON 

COLO  SPGS 

COLLINS 

SALEM 


LINCOLN 

ARLINGTON 
BETHEL 
CALVARY 
CENTRAL 
FRIENDSHIP 
HEUCKS  RETREAT 
LITTLE  BAHALA 
MT  MORIAH 
MT  PLEASANT 
MT  ZION 
NEW  PROSPECT 
PLEASANT  GRV 
PLEASANT  HILL 
UNION  HALL 


WEBSTER 

NANTEE 
H AT  H 1ST  ON 
PHILADELPHIA 


PEARL  RIVER 

BETHEL 

CENTRAL  BAPT  CH 
FBC  CARRIERS 
FBC  NICHOLSON 
FBC  PICAYUNE 
PINE  GRV 
UNION 
UNITY 

W  POPLARVILLE 


KEMPER 

BAY  SPGS 

BLACKWATM 

DEKALB 


CARRIAGE  HILLS 
CEOAR  VIEW 
FBC  EUOORA 
MINERAL  WELLS 


UNAFFIL IAT  EO 


MISC.  DESIG. 

MI  SC.  DESIGNAT 


FRANKUN 

MEAOVILLE 

PROVIDENCE 


LAFAYETTE 

CLEAR  CRK 
FBC  ABBEVILLE 
N  OXFORO 


Names  In  The  News 


Rutledge  Celebrates  ‘Home 
Coming’  At  Home  Board 


71  Acteens  * 
Locked  In 
In  Lawrence 


Hollis  W.  Nix  is  available  for  pulpit 
supply  or  for  interim  pastoral  minis¬ 
try.  Since  1969  he  has  been  a  pastor  in 
Mississippi,  his  native  state,  including 
pastorates  at  Toomsuba  Church  and  at 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Shubuta.  Before 
1969  he  was  pastor  in  the  Phoenix, 
Arizona  area  for  more  than  20  years. 
He  lives  at  Route  10,  Box  7,  Lakewood 
Drive,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401  (phone 
264-8957.) 


ATLANTA  ( BP)  -  Da vid  Rutledge,  31 , 1976,  and 
son  of  the  late  Arthur  B .  Rutledge,  was  rent  execute 
elected  to  the  staff  of  the  Southern  liam  G.  Tan 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  during  “During  I 
the  September  director’s  meeting.  years  at  th< 
Rutledge,  38,  who  has  been  living  in  were  not  di 
Brownwood,  Texas,  will  become  di-  missions,  e: 
rector  of  mission  property  services  for  sional  trips 
the  board.  said.  “Of  ci 

He  first  came  to  the  board  in  1959  about  home 
when  his  late  father  was  elected  to  be-  from  him.” 
come  director  of  missions  for  the 
board.  The  elder  Rutledge  served  as  bible 

the  board’s  executive  secretary- 
treasurer,  1965-76.  ■EsTbI — I 

“It’s  really  a  homecoming  for  me,”  ™  ~  ^  T 
he  said.  “When  Dad  came  to  the  board  J 

in  1959, 1  was  in  high  school .  But,  what  A  AMt 
pleases  me  most  is  being  of  service.  —  —  ~  k. 
I’m  very  happy  to  get  back  to  being  £  — — — 
directly  involved  in  Christian  work.”  ^  * 

For  the  past  two  years,  Rutledge  has 
been  in  the  insurance  business  in  4/_£  f  | 
Brownwood  while  his  wife,  Carolyn,  tL  o  M  n 
has  finished  her  college  degree  at  ’ 

Howard  Payne  University.  She  is  first  £  7-jjjnii' 
grade  teacher  in  Brownwood.  eTTl* 

Arthur  Rutledge,  who  died  in  1977,  H/?  £[£' 

was  director  of  missions  for  the  board  ™  IL  - 
until  his  election  as  executive  “let  not  the 
secretary-treasurer.  He  retired  Dec.  wreth”  (Ept 


Lawrence  Association  Acteens  ex¬ 
perienced  on  September  7  a  county 
wide  Acteen  Lock-In  with  71  attending. 

The  event  took  place  in  the  activities 
building  at  Monticello  Church  from  10 
p.m.  Friday  night  til  6  a  m.  Saturday 
morning. 

Guest  speakers  were  Becky  Briscoe, 
State  Acteen  Director,  and  Tammy 
Lyon,  student  at  Co-Lin  Junior  College 
and  summer  missionary  to  Ohio. 

Sharon  Wilson  and  Melinda  Dixon, 
both  students  at  Mississippi  College, 
entertained  with  Christian  dramas, 
chalk  drawing,  and  games. 

Denise  Windom  is  associations!  Ac¬ 
teen  director. 


First  Church,  Macon  ordained  Doyle 
Cummins  as  a  deacon.  September  30. 
Others  elected  to  serve  as  deacons  are 
Wade  Allen,  John  Gates,  and  Davis 
Nolan.  The  pastor  is  Hugh  Poole. 


PARKWAY  CHURCH,  Natchez  recently  honored  its  pastor.  GERALD  P.  BUCKLEY, 
on  his  fifth  anniversary  as  pastor.  A  reception  was  held  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the 
church  honoring  the  pastor,  his  wife  Billie,  and  their  two  sons.  Steve  and  Stan  The 
Buckleys  were  presented  an  outdoor  gas  grill,  a  silver  tray,  and  a  check  for  over 
$3,000.  The'chairman  of  deacons.  Walter  Patrick,  called  the  entire  Buckley  family  to 
the  front  of  the  church  and  read  a  letter  of  appreciation  from  the  congregation  which 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  haws  bean  over  824  additions  to  the  church  in 
the  past  five  years.  Left  to  right  are  Stan.  Gerald,  Billie  and  Stave  Buckley. 


Jaaie  Boykin,  missionary  jour¬ 
neyman  to  Liberia,  has  arrived  on  the 
field  (address:  P.  0.  Box  1416,  Mon¬ 
rovia,  Liberia).  She  is  a  native  of 
Raleigh,  Miss. 


Daaiel  L.  Johnson,  missionary  jour¬ 
neyman  to  Bangladesh,  has  arrived  on 
the  field  (address:  Box  99,  Dacca  2, 
Bangladesh).  He  was  born  in  Laurel. 
Miss. 
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FURNITURE  A  EQUIPMENT 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
Educational  •  Recreational 
Pews  Upholstered  or  Cushioned 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
924-1717  Box  930  Clinton,  MS. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 
Quality,  Comfort  and  beauty. 
We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money 
3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  contact  . 

Eugene  Hughes 

Route  2.  Box  159A 
Gurdon,  Ark.  71743 
Ph.  (501)  353-6556 


ACTEEN  CORONATION  services  were  held  at  CALVARY  CHURCH.  YAZOO  CITY, 
on  Sept.  9.  fficturad  are  crown  bearers  (front  row,  from  left)  Tammy  Bailey.  Melanie 
Davis,  Melissa  Collins.  Kelli  Daves.  Kathryn  Omarkhail.  and  Taylor  Poe.  Acteen 
queens  pictured  are  (back  row.  from  left)  Debbie  Moore.  Brenda  Cooksey.  Edie 
Smith.  Lisa  Guthrie,  and  Tammy  Moore.  WMU  directors  Mrs.  Alice  Foster  and  Mrs. 
Annie  Nabors.  Acteen  director  Mrs.  Wayne  Kimbrough,  and  Lynn  Bailey  were  on 
program.  Not  pictured  is  queen  Melissa  Floyd. 


VC  214  657-6524  Bn  210  Henderwn,  Toil  7! 


HEARING  IS  MY  CONCERN 


Helping  people  has 
been  my  concern 
since  1963  Licensed 
m  by  State  Board  of 

MMf  Health  If  you  have  a 

■  hearing  problem,  see 

your  doctor  for  medi¬ 
cal  clearance.  Then 
contact  the  spe- 
*  WM  cialists  you  can  trust 
for  hearing  evaiua- 
Ray  Leach  tion  and  proper  fit¬ 

ting.  Home  visit  no  obligation.  Write  Ray 
Leach.  Hearing  Aid  Specialist  P.  O.  Box 
2956,  Jackson,  MS  39207  or  call  352- 
481 1 ,  Natchez  office:  105S.  Pearl, Phone 
445-8322;  Vicksburg  office.  1117-23 
Washington  St.,  Phone  636-5541. 


Gallman  church;  Gus  Garrett  has  resigned  the  Lib- 
Barnes  First  Church,  erty  Church  in  Carroll  County  and  has 
Brookhaven,  Colonial  Heights  Church,  moved  to  Lee  County  where  he  is  av- 
Jackson.  ailable  for  supply  or  interim  preach¬ 

ing.  While  he  was  at  Liberty  for  three 
Norman  Crochet  is  the  new  pastor  at  years,  the  church  built  an  education 
Bala  Chitto  Church,  Pike  County.  He  building  and  fellowship  hall.  Member- 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  Sunday  ship  increased  by  30  per  cent,  Sunday 
afternoon,  Oct.  7,  at  3  p.m.  at  Bala  School  by  50 per  cent,  Church  Training 
Chitto.  His  father,  Norman  Crochet,  by  33  per  cent,  and  offerings  by  50  per , 
Sr.  brought  the  charge  to  the  candidate  cent. 

.  and  Otis  Jackson  delivered  the  charge  Garrett  said  he  moved  because  he 

New  rumiture  to  the  church.  felt  the  need  to  establish  a  home,  but 

will  continue  in  the  Lord’s  work.  He 

Damascus  Church,  Flora,  will  have  Johnny  Williams  has  been  called  by  lives  at  Route  1,  Box  17-A,  Saltillo,  Ms. 
a  Dedication  program  Sunday,  Oct.  14.  Mont^mery  Church,  Pike  County,  as  (phone  869-5213). 

The  church  has  recently  furnished  the  pastor.  He  was  ordained  Sept.  23  at - 

auditorium  with  new  pews  and  pulpit.  West  McComb  Church.  Gary  Bowlin  Evanston,  Ill.  (EP)  —  United 
Many  outside  the  church  have  made  an(j  e.  M.  Fleming  delivered  the  Methodist  ministers  covered  by  the 
contributions  to  this  cause.  We  would  charges  to  the  candidate  and  the  denomination’s  insurance  program 
like  for  all  of  them  to  attend  this  ser-  church  can  now  obtain  professional  liability 

vice.  The  public  is  also  invited,”  states  .coverage  for  “clergy  malpractice” 

suits.  The  Church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  has  pro¬ 
vided  coverage  up  to  a  limit  of  $300,000 
per  year  for  clergy  holders  of  the  de¬ 
nominational  insurance  program. 

Prayer  Ministry  k 

Believing  that  God  hears  and 

Colonial  Heights  VKv 


Damascus 
Will  Dedicate 


ELAM  CHURCH.  COFFEEVILLE  (Yalobusha)  has  bought  a  fully  equipped  15- 
passenger  Dodge  bus.  James  Wright,  church  custodian,  is  the  driver.  Billy  T 
McDaniel,  pastor,  said.  "The  bus  is  proving  to  be  a  great  asset  to  the  church  family. 
Many  elderly  who  do  not  drive  and  some  youngsters  are  picked  up  for  each  service. 

The  Van  was  purchased  from  Williams  Motor  Company,  Grenada,  at  dealers  cost, 
plus  $50.  (About  $9500  total). 


OFFERED  ONE  TIME  EACH  YEAR 

FOR  LEADERS  WHO  WANT 
THEIR  CHURCH 
TO  GROW 


Reflate,  Now  lor 

BASIC  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
GROWTH  SEMINAR 


Colonial  Heights 
Begins  24-Hour 


Off  The  Record 


prayer  ministry  on  Monday,  Oct.  1. 
This  is  a  round-the-clock,  seyen- 
Xo  day-a-week  chain  of  intercessory 
prayer  staffed  by  volunteers,  t 
Anyone  facing  a  particular  crisis  or 
r  having  a  special  prayer  requertisirH 
n  .>  vi ted  to  call  the  prayer  line,  956-1799. 

1  All  prayer  requests  are  kept  confi- 
u  dential. 


WRITE  OR  38 


9IH2MOJ J3 


Mississippi 

Valley  Gas, 


The  Clean  Energy  People 


INSURANCE 

COMPANY 


A  local  doctor  couldn't  find  a  park¬ 
ing  space  near  his  favorite  restaurant, 
so  he  parked  in  front  of  a  "No  Park¬ 
ing”  sign.  Before  he  went  inside,  he  put 
a  note  on  the  windshield  which  read; 
“Doctor  working  inside.”  After  lunch, 
he  went  out  to  his  car.  Under  his 
windshield  wiper  he  found  another 
note;  “Policeman  Working  Outside.” 

.  . and  a  parking  ticket. 


■HHI  where  non-drinkers  belong 

auto . .  home . .  church . .  life  insurance 

DELUXE  AUTO  POLICY 

for  Accident  free  drivers  30-63  years  old 
We’re  Tired  of  High  Insurance  Rates  for- 

Non-Drinkers 

Coverage  . 

30/65/20  Liability  (Higher  Limits  Available) 

$14,000  Medical  (Includes  Loss  of  Wages) 

$50  deductible  Comprehensive  _ 

-  .  .  ....  I  MISSISSIPPI  OFFICES 

$100  deductible  Collision  ^  A|eol  PIKHKn.. 

10/20  Uninsured  Motorist  “e  gJJ-fiS  SS. 

.  •  * *  haa  rmo 


“Talk  about  losers,"  replied  Beeny.' 
“I  know  one  guy  who  was  such  a  loser 
he  spent  all  his  life  paying  off  a  cemet¬ 
ery  plot  and  then  was  lost  at  sea.” 


Billy,  age  7,  came  home  from  finish¬ 
ing  a  rough  day  at  play.  “Mom!”  he 
shouted  to  his  mother  who  was  in 
another  room,  “if  I  fell  out  of  a  tree, 
would  you  rather  I  broke  a  leg  or  tore 
my  pants?”  And  his  mother  replied: 
“That’s  a  silly  question,  dear,  I’d 
rather  you  tore  you  pants.”  Billy  grin¬ 
ned  and  yelled  back;  “Then  I  got  good 
news  for  you,  mom.  That’s  just  what 
happened.” 


(CoL  1:8) 

I  Article 

I  Shed 

18  Floating  platform 

II  — _  be 

multiplied”  (Judo  3) 

12  Admiaiatered 
medicine 

II  Famous  general 
M  Tatter 

B  Suffix  for  electron 


NOW  A  MOTION  PICTURE 
nArSK}  •EVANGELISTIC 
pUKN.  •  RENEWING 
•  CONFIRMING 

"The  honest  story  o*  Charles  Colson  s  call  to 
faith  "  Now  available  to  churches  in  an  edited 
version  (7$  minutes.  16  mm).  Free  publicity 
materials 

To  Schadule  Call  Toll  Free  1-800-241-2882 
CORNERSTONE  PICTURES 

roo  WASHINGTON  ST  AVOWOAa  tSUTtS.  300M 


Plus  many  other  Preferred  Extras 


a  Rx  officio  abbr. 
a  Drinker’* 

organisation :  abbr. 

a  "Null  lodge  In  the 
- ”  (Zeph.  S) 

a  Proper  or  common 

a  “nude  an.—  of 
anting”  (AmoaT) 

4*  Narrow  inlet* 

42  HU  angels  fought  It 
(Rev.  12:7) 

44  Weep’a  partner 
(John  18:28) 
a  Time  abbr. 

47  Alphabet 
U  Mouth:  comb,  form 
49  State:  abbr. 
a  Baeaball’e  Jackaoo 
22  “Man  is  Uka  to  — 
(Psa.  144) 

M  Virginia- 
a  Board,  O*  a  kind 


1977  Midsize  Ford  or  Chevy 
6  months  Rates 

$105.20 
$98.20 
$105.20 
$99.30 
$101.20 
$103.50 
$105.20 
$85.00 


Houston 

Jackson 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


Lucedale 

Laurel 

Natchez 

New  Albany 

Pascagoula 

Pearl 

Picayune 

Poplarville 

Southaven 

Starkville 

Tupelo 

Vicksburg 

Winona  u 


Columbus 

Gulfport 

Hattiesburg 

Jackson 

Meridian 

Southaven 

Tupelo 

Farm  Rate 


FOR  SALE:  197$  Ford  church 
travel  bus,-  custon  built  by 
Superior  Coach;  38  passenger; 
28,000  actual  miles;  air- 
conditioned,  power  steering;  au¬ 
tomatic  transmission;  luggage 
box  and  rack  on  top;  cost  when 
new  $26,000.  Mail  sealed  bids  to 
First  Baptist  Church,  620  E. 
Madison,  Bastrop,  LA  71220  —  to 
be  opened  Oct.  31, 1979. _ 


Agency  opportunities  available  throughout  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  Contact: 

Dennis  Basden,  Mississippi  Sales  Manager 
Jackson  Branch  Office  948-6591 
1999  Highway  80  West,  Jackson,  Mississippi  39204 
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Philippine  Crusade:  What  A 
Difference  A  Year  Makes 


BISUG.  Philippines  (BP)  -  When  a 
Southern  Baptist  medical -evangelistic 
team  arrived  in  the  Philippines,  they 
were  one  year  late. 

They  postponed  their  plans  because 
James  I  (Boe)  Stanley,  one  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  planning  the  1978  crusade, 
was  wounded  during  crossfire  bet¬ 
ween  the  New  People’s  Army,  a  rebel 
group,  and  the  Philippine  military.  He 
recovered  completely. 

The  delayed  crusade  resulted  in 
2,355  decisions,  including  more  than 
1,800  decisions  to  accept  Christ  as 
savior,  according  to  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  Marge  ( Mrs.  Howard  D.) 
Olive.  Of  that  number,  124  people  have 
been  baptized  and  another  44  expect  to 
be  baptized  soon.  One  baptism  was 
held  at  5;  30  a  m.  so  that  the  five  candi¬ 
dates  could  get  to  school  by  8:30. 

“Like  Peatecost” 

The  results,  which  one  volunteer  com¬ 
pared  to  the  biblical  Pentecost,  have 
led  missionaries  and  participants  in 
the  1979  crusade  to  believe  God  was  in 
the  postponement. 

The  evangelistic  team .  made  up  of  10 
preachers,  four  musicians,  three  doc¬ 
tors,  three  dentists  and  four  nurses, 
was  coordinated  through  the  Foreign 


Mission  Board  s  office  of  evangelism 
and  church  development.  Milton  Burd 
of  First  Church,  Cleveland,  Miss.,  was 
one  of  the  musicians. 

They  worked  with  20  Filipino  pastors 
and  interpreters  and  10  missionaries 
and  one  missionary  child.  In  the  18-day 
effort,  they  held  96  services  in 
churches  and  98  services  in  other 
places  such  as  schools,  markets, 
clinics  and  parks.  The  dentists  saw 
more  than  1,800  patients  and  extracted 
more  than  4,500  teeth.  The  doctors 
treated  more  than  4,400  patients  and 
performed  both  minor  and  major 
surgery. 

Maaobo  Tribe 

The  results  were  due,  in  part,  to  the 
year’s  delay.  Many  of  the  decisions 
were  among  members  of  the  Manobo 
Tribe.  Even  though  work  among  this 
tribe  in  the  Bislig  area  actually  started 
two  years  ago,  a  breakthrough  came 
during  the  past  year.  A  tribal  leader 
accepted  Christ  and  was  baptized  by 
Stanley.  Realizing  the  needs  for  im¬ 
proved  farming  techniques,  Stanley 
invited  this  chief  and  his  subchiefs  to 
visit  the  Mindanao  Baptist  Rural  Life 
Center  earlier  this  year.  Twenty-five 
of  the  subchiefs  accepted  Christ  dur¬ 
ing  the  three-day  visit. 


Besides  the  crusade  results,  special 
travel  arrangements  enhanced  the 
volunteers’  feelings  that  the  year’s 
postponement  was  a  part  of  God’s 
plan,  Mrs.  Olive  said.  Philippine  Air 
Lines  carried  free  of  charge  more  than 
600  pounds  of  excess  baggage  all  the 
way  from  San  Francisco. 

Then  at  the  airport  in  Cebu,  Philip¬ 
pines,  eight  other  passengers  were 
asked  to  wait  for  another  flight  so  that 


the  excess  luggage  could  be  accom¬ 
modated.  This  baggage  included  1,600 
pounds  of  medicine  that  the  doctors 
and  dentists  distributed  during  the 
crusade  effort. 

The  day  the  team  left,  30  pastors  and 
workers  gathered  in  the  Stanleys’ 
home  for  follow-up  training  led  by 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Billy  B. 
Tisdale,  director  of  church  planting 
for  missionaries  in  the  Philippines. 

Nola  Will  Mark 
75th  Year 

Nola  Church  in  Lawrence  Associa¬ 
tion  will  observe  its  75th  homecoming 
with  services  on  Oct.  14. 

Sunday  School  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
The  worship  service  will  start  at  11 
a.m.  with  former  pastor  James  Duke 
as  guest  speaker. 

Lunch  will  be  served  at  noon  and  an 
afternoon  service  will  begin  at  1:15 
with  a  program  of  gospel  singing. 

All  former  pastors,  former  mem¬ 
bers,  and  friends  are  invited.  Vance  E. 
Windom,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


- -  Devotional 

Relationships  Of  A  Well-Rounded  Life 

Others 

By  Ira  Bright,  Pastor,  First,  Shannon 
Proverbs  3*3*4 

We  are  discussing  each  week  this  month  the  topic  “The  Well  Rounded  Life 
and  some  of  the  relationships  that  it  involves.  For  our  lives  to  be  satisfying  to  us 
and  acceptable  to  God,  we  must  be  concerned  about  how  we  feel  about  other 

people 

“Let  not  mercy  and  truth  forsake  thee: 
bind  them  about  thy  neck;  write  them 
upon  the  table  of  thine  heart”  (vs.  3). 

The  verse  following  then  says  that  this  will  bring  favor  and 
good  understanding  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 

What  is  our  real  feeling  about  other  people?  It  might  shock 
us  to  realize  that  in  the  time  of  Christ  this  was  one  of  the  most 
serious  failures  of  the  Pharisees  and  others.  They  were  religi- 
ous  and  conscientious  people.  They  tried  hard  in  their  own  way 
Bri8ht  to  please  God.  They  travelled  land  and  sea  to  protect  their 
faith  and  to  convert  others.  With  religious  ceremonies  and  regulations  they  were 
greatly  concerned,  and  it  was  here  that  they  drew  rebuke  from  Chnst. 

He  rebuked  them  for  forgetting  the  more  important  matters  of  the  faith  such  as 
MERCY,  LOVE,  COMPASSION,  AND  TRUTH.  They  had  forgottei* others  .  . . 
their  needs,  their  hurts,  and  burdens.  One  reason  why  Jesus  cleansed  the  Temple 
was  that  the  money  changers  and  others  were  making  meditation  and  prayer 
impossible  for  interested  Gentiles.  Do  Christians  ever  make  it  hard  for  the  lost  to 
come  to  Christ?  What  about  the  other  person? 

So  the  scripture  says,  do  not  let  mercy  and  truth  forsake  you.  These  are  two 
qualities  that  determine  how  we  will  feel  and  act  toward  that  other  person. 

A  survey  was  taken  entitled  * 4 How  People  Choose  A  Church .  ’  ’  From  the  various 
reasons  given,  the  largest  group  made  their  decision  because  their  friends  and 
neighbors  invited  them.  Love,  concern,  and  compassion  meant  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else. 

Today,  do  we  feel  mercy  and  compassion  for  others?  How  important  is  it  for  us 
to  do  so?  So  important  says  the  Bible,  that  we  should  bind  these  qualities  about 
our  necks  and  write  them  on  our  hearts.  This  way  in  every  good  life,  that  other 
person  will  have  his  place. 


MILTON  BURD,  a  musician  from 


68  Charter  Members  Unite 


LIKE  PENTECOST  -  When  a  Southern  Baptist  medical  evangelistic  team 
was  in  the  Philippines  recently,  they  held  meetings  in  such  places  as  churches, 
schools,  markets,  clinics  and  parks.  This  meeting  is  typical  of  the  ones  held 
outside.  The  response  was  so  good  of  some  of  the  services  that  one  volunteer  said 
he  could  noio  envision  Pentecost.  More  than  2 ,350  made  decisions  for  Christ. 
(BP)  photo  by  Howard  D.  Olive. 


Cleveland,  Miss.,  who  participated  in  the 
Philippine  crusade,  says  he  now  has  a 
fuller  understanding  of  foreign  mis¬ 
sions.  "We  often  are  as  if  in  an  ivory 
tower  and  missions  seems  so  complex. 
We  talk  about  missions  and  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  come  and  tell  us  about  their 
work.  But  to  expehence  if  for  one's  self  is 
the  best  of  all.  Here  is  how  we  come  best 
to  understand  the  true  calling  of  mis¬ 
sionaries."  He  provided  special  music  at 
many  of  the  almost  200  services.  —  (BP 
Photo  by  Howard  Olive). 


Bogota,  Colombia  —  The  youth  choir 
from  Wieuca  Road  Baptist  Church,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  recently  sang  on  television 
and  nationwide  radio  in  Bogota,  Col¬ 
ombia,  through  arrangements  made 
by  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Mar¬ 
ion  L.  Corley.  The  group  also  pre¬ 
sented  concerts  in  Cali,  Bucaramanga 
and  Barranquilla  and  in  the 
president's  palace,  where  they  pre¬ 
sented  New  Testaments  to  palace  em¬ 
ployees. 


With  Clark  Street  Church 


Clark  Street  Mission,  New  Albany, 
was  constituted  into  a  self-supporting 
church  August  26.  The  Mission  has 
been  sponsored  by  First  Church,  New 
Albany,  for  ten  years. 

Sunday  morning,  Aug.  26,  nearly  100 
attended  Sunday  School  and  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  At  noon  the  congregation 
had  planned  a  time  of  food,  fun  and 
fellowship. 

During  the  constitution  service,  a 
history  of  Clark  Street  Mission  was 
read  by  Mrs.  Gilbert  Daniel. 

Bobby  Moore,  chairman  of  Jthe  Mis¬ 
sions  Committee  and  also  a  member  of. 
First  Church,  read  and  presented  a 
charter  membership  roll  consisting  of 
68  members.  Bob  Smith  presented  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  church  voted  to  call  C.  C.  Ard  as 
pastor. 

For  special  music  Mark  Worsham 


sang  “To  God  Be  The  Glory,”  followed 
by  Frank  Lay  with  a  message  on  the 
church.  Lay  is  chairman  of  the  Associ- 
ational  Missions  Committee. 

Talmadge  Littlejohn  presented  Pas¬ 
tor  Ard  with  the  charter  for  Clark 
Street  Church  which  had  already  been 


filed  with  the  state. 

First  Church,  New  Albany,  had 
voted  August  22,  1979,  to  give  Clark 
Street  Church  the  deed  to  the  property, 
debt  free.  Talmadge  Littlejohn  gave 
the  deed  to  the  trustees  after  the  ser- 


Clark  Street  Charter  Members. 


....  ,  ••  '  ■  ■' 

Life  and  Work  Lesson 


How  The  Bible  Came  To  Be 


By  W.  Thomas  Baddley 
First  Church,  Brandon 
Jeremiah  38:  Luke  1:1-4; 

Philippians  2:1-5 

“Revelation”  and  “Inspiration”  are 
both  aspects  of  God  at  work  revealing 
Himself  to  man.  Revelation  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  knowledge  given, 
while  inspiration  is  concerned  with  the 
manner  or  process  in  which  it  is  made 
known* 

As  we  consider  the  passages  in  this 
lesson,  we  will  see  God  transmitting 
His  work  through  men  to  the  printed 
page.  As  we  read  the  Bible  we  hear 
God  speaking  to  individuals  and  even 
to  whole  nations,  but  how,  and  why 
were  these  words  written  down  and 
compiled  into  the  volume  we  call  the 
Bible9 

I.  Recording  The  Oral  Message 
(Jeremiah  28.1-3,  17-18,32) 

There  are  three  instances  in  the  Old 
Testament  from  which  we  ehn  get  de¬ 
tails  of  how  prophets'  messages  were 
recorded  and  passed  on:  Isaiah  8: 1-18; 
30:8-17;  and  Jeremiah  36  This  story 
(Jeremiah)  is  unique  in  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  because  it  is  concerned 
primarily  with  a  book,  not  a  person  or 
an  act  of  God. 

Jeremiah  did  not  have  these  words 
recorded  just  because  he  thought  it 
was  a  good  idea  nor  was  he  trying  to 
preserve  his  personal  influence. 
Jeremiah  spoke  and  Baruch  wrote  his 
words  down  because  God  told  him  to  do 
it.  This  dictation  was  not  a  summary 
or  condensation  of  his  previous  pro¬ 
nouncements.  It  included  “all  the 
words  that  I  have  spoken.” 

God  not  only  instructed  that  the 
words  should  be  recorded,  but'He  also 
told  His  purpose:  “It  may  be  that  the 
house  of  Judah  will  hear  all  The  evil 
which  I  purpose  to  do  unto  them  that 
they  may  return  every  man  from  his 
evil  way.”  The  ultimate  purpose  of  this 
literary  effort  was  redemptive.  It  was 
the  desire  of  God  that  as  the  pro¬ 
nouncements  of  God  were  read  to  the 
people  and  available  for  rereading  and 
study  that  the  people  would  come 
under  conviction  and  repept. 

The  response  to  this  reading  of  God’s 
Word  merits  our  attention,  too.  We  are 
told  of  three  separate  occasions  when 
it  was  read:  first,  to  the  people  in  the 
Temple  by  Baruch  on  a  great  feast 
day.  It  caused  concern  among  the 
people  and  alarmed  Micaiah,  one  of  the 


scribes  who  reported  it  to  the  princes 
of  the  land 

When  they  were  read  the  message  of 
impending  doom  for  Judah  and  then 
added  to  it  their  knowledge  of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  approaching  army, 
they  took  it  to  King  Jehoiakim. 
Jehoiakim’s  father  Josiah  had  been  a 
godly  King,  but  Jehoiakim  had  turned 
back  to  idolatry.  As  he  was  reading  the 
Word  of  God,  he  arrogantly  cut  it  into 
small  pieces  and  piece  by  piece  placed 
it  in  the  fire  burning  beside  him  for 
warmth. 

Though  man  may  destroy  copies  of 
the  written  Word  of  God,  he  cannot  de®> 
stroy  the  purpose  or  the  source  or 
God’s  Word.  At  God’s  instruction, 
Jeremiah  again  dictated  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  Judah  as  he  had  received  and 
delivered  it.  To  this  account  God  added 
“many  similar  words.  ’ ’  The  purpose  of 
the  second  scroll  was  not  to  call  to  re¬ 
pentance;  it  was  to  preserve  the 
prophecy  for  future  generations. 

As  Jeremiah  was  led  to  put  down  in 
writing  God’s  words  and  prophecy,  so 
were  other  writers.  Following  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
in  A.D.  70,  the  Council  of  Jamnia 
gathered  and  compiled  many  of  these 
writings  into  what  we  now  call  the  Old 
Testament. 

II.  Recording  The  Apostolic  Witness 
(Lake  1:1-4) 

The  Gospel  of  Luke  recorded  it  as  the 
example  selected  for  this  phase  of  our 
study  as  to  how  the  Bible  came  to  be. 

In  w.  1-4  Luke  introduces  his  pur¬ 
pose  for  writing.  These  verses  also 
give  us  an  insight  into  the  method  fol¬ 
lowed  by  at  least  this  author.  It  very 
well  could  be  used  to  describe  the 
method  used  by  other  New  Testament 
writers. 

In  verse  1  he  indicated  that  his  Gos¬ 
pel  record  was  neither  the  first  or  only 
such  report.  The  existence  of  other 
written  reports  of  the  Good  News  gave 
Luke  sources  from  which  to  draw  and 
to  which  he  could  compare  his  under¬ 
standing  of  God’s  work  and  will 
through  Jesus. 

Verse  2  further  describes  the  other 
authors  as  "eyewitnesses”  to  Jesus’ 
ministry.  This  possibly  refers  to  other 
apostles  but  doesn’t  limit  it  to  this 
group. 

Verse  3  declares  the  organization  of 
the  informa'ion  to  make  it  more  useful 


Uniform  Lesson 


Christ’s  Example  in  Service 


for  instruction.  Luke  carefully  put  it 
together.  Verse  4  indicates  Luke’s 
purpose  for  writing  was  to  make  clear 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  accounts. 

In  this  day  and  time  of  controversy 
over  inspiration,  infallibility,  and  in¬ 
errancy,  this  second  point  will  fuel  to 
many  a  discussion.  Without  trying  to 
belabor  the  method  God  used  to  inspire 
Luke  or  any  other  gospel  writer,  let  me 
hasten  to  say  that  whatever  your  posi¬ 
tion  on  method  of  inspiration,  we  can 
agree  with  E.  Y.  Mullins  that  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  inspiration  is  the  inspired,  in- 
errant  Word  of  God. 

IH.  Applying  The  Teachings  Of 
Christ  (Philippians  2:1-5) 

In  addition  to  the  Gospel  accounts  of 
the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus  and  of  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  early 
church,  the  New  Testament  includes 
twenty-two  other  books.  The  example 
chosen  to  represent  the  source  or 
reason  behind  these  other  writings  is 
what  seems  at  first  glance  a  totally 
unrelated  passage  from  Philippians. 
Remember,  however,  the  ministry  of 
Paul,  whose  life  we  have  recently 
studied.  As  he  moved  from  place  to 
place  planting  churches,  he  tried  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
churches  he  had  begun  or  others  he 
hoped  to  visit.  As  word  of  unsound  doc¬ 
trine.  false  teachings,  presecution, 
and  church  problems  reached  him,  he 
depended  on  God  to  direct  his  written 
responses  to  meet  specific  needs. 
Paul,  like  the  other  New  Testament 
letter-writters  sought  to  instruct  and 
encourage,  not  from  common  sense  d? 
personal  position,  but  by  seeking  to 
apply  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
Summary 

So  we  see  that  God  led  men  to  write 
down  what  had  been,  for  a*  long  time, 
kept  in  oral  form.  His  written  word 
persevered  and  was  productive.  It  has 
in  many  instances  demonstrated  the 
truthfulness  of  Scripture  as  prophecy 
has  been  fulfilled.  It  has  provided  a 
clear  record  of  God’s  intervention  in 
human  history  by  the  coming  of  Jesus 
and  it  illustrates  how  Christ’s  teach¬ 
ings  can  be  applied  in  practical  living. 
In  all  these  the  Holy  Spirit  worked  in 
and  through  the  writers  guiding  them 
and  guarding  them  from  error. 


No  wonder  can  last  more  than  three 
days.  —  Italian  Proverb 


By  Ed  North,  First,  Quitman 
Philippians  2:1-11 

The  real  issue  in  this  passage  is  the 
unity  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Divisive¬ 
ness  within  the  Christian  fellowship 
makes  a  lie  of  the  gospel.  Even  a 
church  with  the  sterling  qualities  of 
the  Philippian  congregation  can  lose 
the  effectiveness  of  its  witness  when 
there  is  strife  among  the  members. 

Deacons,  accustomed  to  “running 
things,”  force  a  pastor  out  of  his 
church  because  he  won’t  buy  their 
brand  of  politics.  A  wealthy  family 
plays  “tithe  and  tell”  with  the  local 
Baptist  church.  They  will  give  large 
sums  of  money  if  they  can  tell  the 
church  what  to  do.  A  charismatic 
minister  on  an  ego  trip  leads  a  large 
segment  of  a  congregation  away  from 
the  main  body.  All  of  these  events  are 
current.  They  are  suggestive  of  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  others  in  which  the  people  of 
God  experience  division,  and  lose  the 
impact  of  their  witness.  Paul  speaks  to 
this  issue. 

I.  The  Primary  Source  of  Disunity 
(vv.  3-4) 

Disunity  is  rooted  in  man’s  worst 
self.  That  part  of  self  which  has  not 
been  crucified,  which  has  not  been 
surrendered  up  to  the  Lordship  of 
Christ,  is  the  breeding  ground  of  dis¬ 
cord.  Paul  enjoins  the  Philippians  to 
overcome  selfishness,  empty  conceit, 
an  arrogant  attitude,  and  a  self- 
centered  concern.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
strife  in  the  church  at  Philippi,  what¬ 
ever  its  nature,  has  evolved  out  of  an 
atmosphere  of  “I’m  bigger,  better, 
brighter,  and  more  important  than 
anyone  else.” 

It  is  not  without  purpose  that  the 
New  Testament  lifts  up  the  cross  as  the 
means  of  reconciliation  and  peace. 
Sacrifice  is  always  at  the  heart  of 
harmony.  A  fellowship  lives  and  th¬ 
rives  in  peace  and  one  accord  only 
when  each  member  regards  the  others 
as  “. . .  more  important  than  himself  .” 
This  is  not  self-denigration;  it  is  affir¬ 
mation  of  one’s  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  Lord.  s 

II.  Incentives  to  Unity 
(vv.  1-2,  5-11) 

In  verse  two  Paul  urges  the  Philip¬ 
pians  to  "make  my  joy  complete  by 
being  of  the  same  mind,  maintaining 
the  same  love,  united  in  spirit,  intent 
on  one  purpose.”  He  gives  certain  in¬ 
centives  to  unity,  both  philosophical 
and  practical. 


In  verse  one  Paul  lays  down  a  strong 
philosophical  argument  for  unity. 
Four  incentives  are  stated  as  “if” 
clauses.  In  the  Greek  text  these  are 
conditional  statements  in  which  the 
condition  is  understood  to  be  true.  The 
first  clause,  for  example,  would  read, 
“If  therefore  there  is  any  encourage¬ 
ment  (or  support)  in  Christ,  and  there 
is  such  encouragement.  . .” 

These  four  statements  build  a 
philosophical  case  for  unity  in  the 
Christian  fellowsh  ip.  Believers  are  to 
be  as  one  because  of  the  “encourage¬ 
ment  in  Christ,”  the  "incentive  of  His 
love,”  “participation  in  the  Spirit,” 
and  the  operation  of  "affection  and 
compassion.”  A  strong  case  indeed, 
but  Paul  has  more.  The  strongest  in¬ 
centive  to  unity  is  ah  appeal  to  the 
example  of  humility  and  service  evin¬ 
ced  in  the  lovely  life  of  Jesus. 

Verses  five  through  eleven  form 
what  many  scholars  consider  the 
greatest  Christological  passage  in  the 
Bible.  But  Paul  never  intended  it  to  be 
such.  He  didn’t  deliberately  set  about 
to  write  a  great  theological  treatise. 
He  was  desperately  trying  to  solve  a 
practical  problem.  There  was  disunity 
in  the  church  at  Philippi  because  the 
members  were  concerned  too  much 
about  themselves,  and  too  little  about 
one  another.  Paul  decided  the  most 
persuasive  argument  against  that 
spirit  was  to  remind  them  of  how 
Christ  humbled  Himself  to  be  the  ser¬ 
vant  of  all.  Thus,  the  Holy  Spirit  in¬ 
spired,  and  Paul  penned  this  lyrical 
passage  so  rich  and  suggestive. 

“Let  this  mind  (attitude)  be  in  you 
which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus”  ( v.  5). 
What  attitude?  Why,  the  attitude  of 
humility! 

This  is  the  depth  and  breadth  and 
length  and  height  of  Jesus’  humility. 
He  was  (and  is)  in  his  essential  nature 
very  God  of  very  God.  The  “erb 
“existed”  (being)  in  verse  six  expres¬ 
ses  that  which  one  is  in  his  very  es¬ 
sence.  It  is  an  unchanging  essence. 
The  Greek  term  used  for  “form”  un¬ 
derscores  this  truth.  Morphe  is  the  es¬ 
sential  form  which  never  changes. 
Schema  is  the  outward  form  which 
can,  and  does,  undergo  change.  The 
term  here  is  morphe.  Jesus  was  “in  the 
form  of  God”  because  His  essential, 
unchanging  nature  is  divine. 

However,  He  “did  not  regard  equal¬ 
ity  with  God  a  thing  to  be  grasped”  (v. 


6).  That  TT'fV-SayTthe  preincarnate 
Christ  enjoyed  equality  with  the 
Father,  but  did  not  cling  to  it.  Rather 
Paul  says,  He  “emptied  himself.  .  .” 
(V.  7) .  Since  his  unchanging  essence  is 
divine.  Christ  did  not  empty  Himself 
of  His  deity.  He  divested  Himself  of  the 
heavenly  prerogatives,  or,  to  use 
Lightfoot’s  phrase,  “the  insignia  of 
majesty."  Jesus  gave  up  the  glory  and 
humbled  Himself. 

This  real  God  became  a  real  man. 
The  one  who  was  in  the  form  of  God 
took  on  the  “form  of  a  bond-servant” 
(v.  7).  The  word  “taking”  does  not 
suggest  an  exchange,  but  rather  an 
addition.  The  Greek  term  for  form  is 
morphe,  which  implies  that  this  was 
Christ’s  essential  nature.  He  was,  at 
heart,  a  ser  mt 

Although  his  manhood  was  real,  it 
was  temporary.  The  verb  form  in  the 
phrase  “being  made  in  the  likeness  of 
men”  (v.  7)  describes  a  non¬ 
permanent  state.  Moreover,  the  term 
translated  “appearance”  or  “fash¬ 
ion*’  (v.  8)  is  schema.  This  describes 
an  outward  form  which  is  subject  to 
change.  Therefore,  His  manhood  was 
completely  real,  but  it  was  tempor¬ 
ary;  His  deity  was  totally  real,  and  it  is 
fixed  forever. 

As  the  God-Man,  Jesus  “humbled 
Himself  by  becoming  obedient  to  the 
point  of  death,  even  death  on  a  cross” 
(v.  8).  He  willingly  suffered  the  most 
shameful,  humiliating  death  known  to 
man  to  prove  himself  a  faithful  ser¬ 
vant.  lie  who  was  rich  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be¬ 
come  rich  ((I  Cor.  8:9). 

Now,  Paul  says,  God  has  exalted 
Him,  given  Him  an  unsurpassable 
name  (Lord),  and  raised  Him  up  in 
utter  glorification  before  the  adoration 
of  the  total  order  of  the  living  (w. 
9-11).  Jesus,  therefore,  is  the  perfect 
illustration  of  His  own  teaching:  “But 
the  greatest  among  you  shall  be  your 
servant.  And  whoever  exalts  himself 
shall  be  humbled;  but  whoever  hum¬ 
bles  himself  shall  be  exalted”  (Matt. 
23:1-12). 

A  man  generally  lives  up  to  what  is 
expected  of  him.  —  Henrietta  Mears 

Man  at  door  to  opinion-poll  taker: 
“That’s  my  opinion,  and  I  can  give  you 
my  wife’s  even  though  she’s  not  here. 
It  would  be  just  the  opposite  of  mine.” 

Modesty  is  the  only  sure  bait  when 
you  angle  for  praise!  -  Chesterfield 


